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General Instructions for Coding Diagnostic Procedures

In planning for the coLLection of information for the SEER

Program, a data field catted "Diagnostic P_ro__" is considered
one of the important new areas of investigation. It is particuLarLy

important in view of today's emphasis on muLtipLe therapeutic too-

clarifies, extent of or stage of disease, and therapeutic trials

of new treatment modatitles. It also may provide useful informa-

tion relating to peer review and concern over escalating medicaL-

care costs and identification of useful Laboratory tests in patient
evatuat Ion.

This field Is intended to provide Information concerning diag-
nostic procedures as welt as pathoLogicaL examinations that were uti-

lized in establishing the diagnosis prior to initiating any definitive

treatment, it is not attempting to define the mlnlmat work-up of a

cancer patient nor is it indicative of inadequate work-up if these

procedures are not done, as many of them are stilt in a develop-

mental phase or are not widely avaiLabLe. This four-dlglt fletd

wilt permit independent specification of procedures used for assess-

ment of extent of dis, age regardless of whether the findings were

positive or negative. This, In time, wilt permit an evattmtion of
the relative reLiabiLity of extent of disease information. It is

recognized that after sufficient data have been coLLected, it may be

possible to arrive at conclusions regarding usefulness of tests.

In the Diagnostic Procedures field, CLinicaL (coLumns 35 and

36) and _(aniputattve and ExpLoratory (coLumn 37) IncLude procedures

pertinent for specific sites, regardless of findings, if they

were done prior to Initiation of definitive therapy. In other

_rds, these codes only include d|agnostlc procedures upon which the
ctlnlclan based his Lntttat evatuatlon of extent of dlsease and sub-

sequent treatment.

It is assumed that a physical examination is aEways done. There-

fore, if there is no mention of pertinent tests or procedures# code
as "physica| examination only" In columns 35 and 36.

Some codes include more than one procedure when the procedures are

closely related, for example, mammography, thermography and xerography

(coLumn 35 ) for breast cancer, Some procedures may be related only

because each is Looking for disease outside the primary site, for ex-
ample, cystoscopy and peritoneos_opy (cotunm 37) for colon and rectum.

For our purposes we do not need to know which procedure was done, but
only that some evaluation of possible extension of disease outside the

primary area was attempted.

Bone scan/survey In column 36 Lnctudes attempts to determine dis-

seminated disease by tooklnR at LikeLy sites of bone Lnvotvement, for

example, x-rays of the spine, peTvls and chest (ribs and spine).
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In the Diagnostic Procedures field, pathoLogicaL (coLumn 38 )

should be timlted to reports based on specimens obtained up to and

including first surgical treatment or initiation of other definitive

therapy If done within two months of diagnosis. If an excisionat

biopsy, D and C, cone biopsy, tymphadenectomy, TUR (prostate or

bladder), or a polypectomy is foLLowed by further definitive therapy

within two months of diagnosis 9 include aLL information avaiLabLe

through this definitive therapy in determining diagnostic proced-

ures. For patients whose treatment was initiated more than two

months after diagnosis, use two months as the cutoff polnto

CytoLogy of the primary site Is Lost If there are further patho-

Logical evaluations (coLumn 38)°

For untreated patients, aft procedures and reports should be in-

cluded up to the time the decision was made not to treat the patient

definitively. If there is no statement as to when such a decision

was made, use the date of discharge from first hospitalization or two

months after diagnosis as the cutoff point_ whichever comes first.
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STOMACR Apt!t, 1977

511-519

Diagnostic Procedure_

35-36 Ct_L_Icat

0 None of the folLlowlng

1 Upper G. [o series

2 Atkati ne phospha tas e
3 (2) and (1)

4 CEA (car_lnoembryonic antigen)
5 {4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

0 None of the fottowing

1 Chest x-ray

2 Liver/spteen scan
3 (2) and (1)

4 Pyetogram (Intravenous or retrograde),

barium enema, bone/brain scan or survey
5 (4) and (!)

6 (4) and (2)
7 (4) and (3)

_Ma nl p__ ta tI v__A__d_Exp_!or at or__Z

0 No ne

1 Gastroscopy, upper G. [. endoscopy and/or

photography, esop ha goscopy
2 Co].ono_opy
3 (2) and (1)

4 Exptoratory taparotomy_ perltoneoscopy ( taparoscopy)--

with or wl thout biopsy
5 (4} and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (_) and (3)
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STOMACR Apri I• 1977
511 -519

Co1. 38 Pathologica 1_ (gross or microscopic)

0 None

! CytoLogy of primary site (including brushtngs and

wash lngs )

2 Biopsy o¢ primary site (lncl-udes biopsy

done during endoscopy or expl-oratory

surgery )

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or regional
node ( s )

4 (3) and (2)

5 Resected primary site

6 Resected primary site and regional node(s )

7 Cytol-ogy of distant site

8 Biopsy or resection of distant site and/or
distant node(s)

9 (7 or 8) with any of (2-4)

& (7 or 8) with (5 or 6)
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COLON AND RECTUM Aprll, 1977

530-534, 536-537. 540-541

I)l _gno__s tic Pr_ocedures

35-36 C__L n_L__ !

35

0 None of the following

1 Barium enema

2 Alkaline phospha tase
3 (2) and (1)

4 CEA (carcinoembryonic antigen)
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

36

0 None of the following

1 Chest x-ray

2 Urogram (intravenous or retrograde)
3 (2) and (1)

4 Liver/spleen scan
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

M__l!._O.!Lt l'vL an d___ExEx.___.trQ_._t r.Z

0 None

1 Colonoscopy, proctoslgmo|doscopyj anoscopy
2 Cys to scopy, per ltoneoscopy
3 (2) and (1)

4 Exploratory laparotomy with or

without biopsy
5 (A) and (l)

6 (4) and (2)

r (4) and (3)
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COLON AND RECTUM Aprit, 1977

530-534, 536-53?, 540o541

Co_. 38 ,Path ololzlca_ (gross or microscopic)

0 None

1 Cytotogy of primary site (intruding

washings )

2 Biopsy of primary slte (Inctudes biopsy

done during endoscopy or exptor_tory

surge ry )

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or regtonat
node( s )

4 (3) and (2)

5 Resected primary tumor

6 Resected primary site and reglona[ node(s)

? Cytoto_y of distant site

B Biopsy or resection of distant site and�or
distant node(s)

0 (? or 8) with any of (2-4)

& (7 or B) with (5 or 6)
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BRONCHUS AND LUNG Aprit • 1977

(exctuding carina}
622 -629

I)_a _n ost [c_ Pr?cedures

3s-36 ctknAr_!t

0 None of the fottowlng

1 Chest x-ray

2 Atkat i ne phospha tase
2; (2) and (1)

4 Chemt tomograms• ptan|grams
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and {3)

0 None of the fotlowlng

I Bral n scan

2 Bone scan/survey

3 (2) and (l)

4 Liver/epteen scan
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

Manll!utat/ve _and E xR__rator]_

0 No ne

1 Bron choscopy

2 Mediastinoscopy
3 (2) and (1)

4 Exptoratory thoracotomy with or without biopsy
S (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)
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BRONCHUS AND LUNG Iprlt, 1977

(exctudlng carina)

622-629

Cot. 38 P athoto_lcat (gross or microscopic)

0 None

1 Cytotogy of primary site (Inctuding sputum, brushlngs,

and washings)

2 Biopsy of primary site (Inctudes biopsy

done during endoscopy or exptoratory

surgery )

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or reg[onat
node ( s )

4 (3) and (2)

fi Resected primary site

6 Resected prlmary site and regional node(s)

7 Cytolosy of distant site

8 Biopsy or resection of distant site and/or
dlstant node(s )

9 (T or 8) with any of (2-4)

& (7 or 8) with (5 or 6)
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MALIGNANT MELANOMA 0F SK][N Apritj 1977

T30-T37 s 84 |-844 t 871-872 s 874
HISTOLOGY: 872 thr_ 879

t a K_os t I c__P roc e dur_e_s

35-36 Clinical

0 None of the fottowlng

I 24-hour urine anatysls for pigment

2 Al.katine pho sphatase
3 (2) and (I)

4 Chest x-ray
5 (4) and (I)

6 (47 and (2)

7 (4) and (37

0 Hone of the fottowing

1 Lymphangi ogram
2 Brain scan

3 (2) and (I)

4 Liver/s_/een scan
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (_) and (3)

M a__q!pu t at__t[XL and Q ma jC_J_J, ve

- Not appttcablLe for this site

P_.a__th.oto-tcaL (gross or microscopic)

0 None

1 Cytoto_f of primary site

;2 Biopsy of primary site

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension (IncL. satettite
tumors) and/or reglona[ node(s)

4 (37 and (2)

5 Resected primary site

6 Resected primary site and reglonat node(s)

7 CytoLogy of distant site
8 Biopsy or resection of distant site and/or

distant node(s 7

9 (7 or 8 ) with any of (2-4)
& (7 or 8 ) with (5 or 6 )
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BREAST Aprlt. 1977
740-749

_nostic Procedures_

35-36 Ctt n Lcat

35

0 None o¢ the ¢otTowing

1 Mammographyj thermographyj xerography
2 Atkat lne pho sph atase
3 (2) and (I)

4 Serum catc turn

5 (4) and (I)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

36

0 None of the fot'ILowinli

1 Chest x-ray
2 Bone scan/survey

3 (2) and (|)

4 L lver/spteen scan
5 (4) and (1)

6 (n) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

Man[p_tat1__yve_ and ExRT_or t_tRr_x

- Not apptlcabte toe this site

38 P_tho_cat_(gross or microscopic)

0 None

I Cytotogy of primary site

2 Biopsy of primary site (Intruding

aspiration biopsy/frozen section)

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or reg[ onat
node( S )

4 (3) and (2)

._ Resected primary tumor

6 Resected primary site and regionat node(s)

7 Cytology o¢ distant site
8 Biopsy or resection of distant site and/or

distant node(s )

9 (7 or R) with any of' (2+4)

& (7 or 8) with (5 or _)
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CERVIX UTERI Apt i 1, 1977
800-809

C t l_p_cal

0 None o¢ the following (including examination at

Do and Co, bimanual examination under

anesthesias and colLposcopy)

1 X-ray o¢ pelvis (scout film)

2 Atkati ne phosphatase
3 (2) and (1)

4 Pyelogeam (intravenous or retrograde)
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and [2)

7 (4) and (3)

0 None o¢ the follLowing

1 Chest x--ray
2 Bone survey/scan, liver/spleen scan

3 (2) and (1)

4 Lymphangio Brain
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)
? (4) and (3)

0 None

! Cystoscopy

2 Proctoseopy, slgmoldoscopy

3 (2) and (1)

Exploratory iaparotomy; peritoneos_opy
(taparoscopy, culdoscopy)-- with or without

bi opsy
5 (4) and (1)

6 (_) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)
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CERVIX UTERI Aprtt, 1977
800-809

Cot. 38 P_thotogic_t (gross or microscopic)

0 None

1 Cytotogy of primary site (Pap smear)

2 Biopsy of primary site; conization

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or regiona_
node( s )

4 (3) and (2)

5 Resected primary site

6 Resected primary site and regionat node(s)

7 Cytotogy of distant site

8 Biopsy or resection of distant slte and/or
distant node(s)

9 (7 or 8) with any of (2-4)

& (? or 8) with (5 or 6)

Note: Removat of tube(s) and/or ovarie(s) Is not a diagnostic pro-

cedure. Code to appropriate surgery code in Fietd 22. First
Course of CanceP-Dlrected Therapy.
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CORPUS UTERI Aprit, 1977
820-828

Dlaanos tic P rocedures

Cttnicat

0 None of the fottowing (inctuding examination at

D. and C.s blmanua_ examination under
anesthesia )

1 Uterine sound .1

2 X-ray Of petvls i_[_(°__OJ_
3 (P) and (1) /

4 Pyetogram (intravenous or retrograde)
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4+) and (3)

0 None of the _ottow|ng

1 Chest x-ray

2 Bone survey/scan, flyer/spleen scan
3 (2) and (1)

4 Lymphangio _ram
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

0 None

1 Cystoscopy

2 Proc toscopy, sigmoidoscopy
3 (2) and (1)

4 Exptoratory taparotomy; peritoneoscopy ( laparoscopy

and cutdoscopy)-- with or wlthout biopsy
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)
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CORPUS UTERI April s 1977
820-828

Cot. 38 P_thfl!(Igicat (gross or microscopic )

0 None

1 Cytotos_, of primary site (Pap smear)

2 Biopsy of primary site ; Do and C.

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or regionat
node ( q )

4 (3) and (2)

5 ReSected primary site

6 Resected primary site and regionat node(s)

7 Cytology of distant site

8 Biopsy or resection of dlstant site and/or
dlstant node(s )

9 ( 7 or 8) with any of (2-4)

& (7 or 8) with (5 or 6)

Note: Removat of tube(s) and/or ovarie(s) is not a diagnostic pro-

cedure. Code to appropriate surgery code in Fletd 22, First
Course of Cancer-Directed Therapy.
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PROSTATE Aprl t, 1977
859

DI _ag!l__ t I c__ Procedure.s

36 clinic_a_!

0 None of the fotlowlng

1 Pyelogram (intravenous or retrograde )

2 Serum acid phosphatase

3 (2) and (I)

4 Marrow acid pbosphatase
5 (4) and (I)

6 (_) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

0 None of the ¢otlowlng

1 Chest x-ray

2 Bone scan/survey
3 (2) and (1)

4 Lymphangl ogram
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3;)

Mantp_u_tat ive _!!d__Ex___to_xrato_rX

0 None

1 Cys toscopy_

2 Proctoscopy; s igmoidoscopy
3 (2) and (I)

4 Fxptoratory tapafotomy; peritoneoscopy

(1Laparoscopy)--with or without biopsy
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

assume cystoscopy done.

- 15 -



PROSTATE April• 1977
859

Cot. 38 Pat_lLO_L_a_t ( gross or microscopic )

0 None

1 Cytotogy of primary site (inctuding urinary sediment and/or

prostatic ftuid after massage)

2 Biopsy of primary site and/or TUR_

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or reglonat n_de
4 (3) and (2)

% Prostatectomy (exc[uding TUR)

6 Prostatectomy (exctuding TUR)and regionat node(s)

7 Cytotogy of distant site

8 Biopsy or resection of distant site and/or
distant node(s)

9 (7 or 8) with any of (2-4)

& (7 or 8) wlth (5 or 6)

#TUR is to be coded as treatment In Fletd 22• First Course of Cancer-

Directed Therapy.

Note: Orchiectomy is not a diagnostic procedure. Code to appropriate

surgery code in Fletd 22, First Course of Cancer-Directed Therapy.
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BLADDER Apt|t, 1977

880-885, 888-889

35-36 Clinical

0 None of the fottowing

1 Pyetogram (intravenous or retrograde )

2 Atksllne phosphatase and/or BUN

3 (2) and (1)

4 Cystogram
5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

0 None of the fottowtng

1 Chest x-ray

2 Lymphan 8 iogram

3 (2) and (1)

4 Scans: Liver/spleen and/or bone

5 (4) and (1)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

_Man_p_u_[u!__jLod _Qj_j _ t ive

0 None

1 Cys toscopyo

2 Blmenua[ exam under anesthesia

3 (2) and (1)

4 ExpLoratory laparotomy; peritoneoscopy (t:parosc_py)--

with or without biopsy

5 (4) and (I)

6 (4) and (2)

7 (4) and (3)

cystoscopy done.
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BLADDER AprilL s 1 97'7

880- 88S, 888-889

COL,, 38 P.gLthOL_ (gross or microscopic )

0 None

1 Cytoto_y of primary site

2 Biopsy of primary site and/or TURa-

3 Biopsy or resection of direct extension and/or regional
node ( s )

4 (3) and (2)

5 Resected primary site

6 Resected primary site and regional node(s)

7 Cytology of distant site

8 Blopsy or resection of distant site and�or
distant node(s)

9 (7 or 8) with any of (2-4)

& (7 or 8) with (5 or 6 )

_TUR is to be coded as treatment In Fietd 22, First Course of Cancer°

Directed Therapy.
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LYMPH NODES AND LYMPHOID TISSUE Aprlt, 1977

(Inctudlng Watdeyer's ring, thymus, and
and spteen) 960-969. 416, 460, 471.

A91, 640. 692
Histotogy_: 959 thru 969. 975

gdL_OS t__L_P roc edure s

36 C _.[in__!

0 None of the fottowlng

1 Lymphangiogram; gatium scan (tymph nodes}

2 Pyetogram (intravenous or retrograde )
3 (2) and (I)

4 GI x-rays
5 (4) and ( 1 )

6 (A) and (2)
7 (4) and (3)

0 None of the £otlowJ. ng

1 Chest x-ray/tomogram
2 Bone scan/survey
3 (2) and (!)

4 Liver/spteen scan
5 (A) and (1)

(5 (4) and (2)
7 (A) and (3}

_ a t_x e__ _n d_ _X___rj_F_ _

0 None

1 L aparoscopy
2 Exptoratory taparotomy with or without

spt enec tomy
3 (2) and [I}

4. Thoraco tomy; reed last lnotomy
5 (4) and (1)
6 (A) and (2}

7 (4) and (3)

(nodutar. diffuse, and fotticutar}, reticutosarcomas,
disease
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LYMPH NODES AND LYMPHOID TISSUE Aprlt• 19_,

( Intruding Waldeyer's rlng, thymus, and

and spteen ) 960-969• 416, 460, 471,

491• 640• 692

Histology_: 959 thru 969, 975

Cot. 38 Eathotog_lt (gross or microscopic )

0 Single nodal site blopgy and/or resection

1 Mult|pte nodal site biopsies and/or resections

2 Sptenectomy with or without nodat site biopsies

and/or resections

3 Bone marrow examination (aspiration and/or

b iopsy )
4 (3) and (1)

5 (3) and (2)

6 Liver blopsy
7 (6) and (I)

8 (6) and (2)

9 (6) and (3)

& (6) and (4)

- (6) and (5)

_Inctudes tymphoma ( nodutar• diffuse, and fot_icutar), retlcutosarcomas•

and _odgkln*s disease
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