
USDA – NIFA Small Business Innovation Research Program, Phase I Webinar  (SBIR) 
 
 
Date:    August 29, 2012  
 
Time:    3:30PM until 5:00 pm EDT   
 
Background and Purpose:   

 
SBIR is a highly competitive research & development federal grant program for American-owned and 
independently operated for-profit small businesses of 500 employees or less.  USDA is one of the eleven 
Federal agencies required to reserve 2.6% of their extramural research and development dollars for 
small businesses.  SBIR is a three-phase program.  The focus of Phase-I is to determine the scientific and 
technical feasibility of ideas.  Ideas must fall within the scope of one of the 10 topic areas offered by the 
USDA. The successful applicants from Phase-I are encouraged to apply for Phase-II projects to stimulate 
technological innovation. Companies are encouraged to pursue Phase-III to commercialize their 
products or processes through securing funding from their own resources, public or state resources and 
private investment.  USDA SBIR program limits Phase-I funding to $100,000 and duration of 8 months.  
Phase-II projects are for 2  years and receive up to $460,00 of funding. The USDA SBIR Request for 
Application for FY 2013 Phase-I funding was published in June 2012.  Proposals are due by September 
6th, 2012.  You may download the SBIR Program Solicitation at: http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/sbir.cfm  
 
This webinar is to present the SBIR Program Solicitation to potential SBIR applicants to increase 
understanding about the program and learn about the application process. 

 

Technology:       To take part in this webinar: 

 Open your internet browser and go to:  http://nifa-connect.nifa.usda.gov/sbir-webinar/ 

 Select:  “Enter as Guest” and enter your name in the box provided.   

 Click the “Enter Room” button. 

 Login ahead of time to ensure that your computer will work with USDA/NIFA system.  

 Capacity is limited to 125 attendees. 

---------------- If you have never attended an Adobe Connect meeting before---------------------------------------- 

Test your connection: http://nifa-connect.nifa.usda.gov/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm 

Get a quick overview: http://www.adobe.com/go/connectpro_overview 

In order to use the Adobe Connect system, your computer will need the following system requirements:  

 Microsoft Windows XP Professional or Home Edition with Service Pack 2 or Windows Vista  

 Internet Explorer 6+, Netscape Navigator 8.1+, Mozilla Firefox 1.5.03+, Mac OS X v10.4+, or Safari 2.0+ 

 Adobe Flash Player 10 

 Broadband connection, and cookies enabled in browser 

 Speakers 

Additional Information:  

 Suresh Sureshwaran, 202-720-7536 or ssureshwaran@nifa.usda.gov 

 Laurie Fortis, lfortis@nifa.usda.gov  
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