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38 Choosing a Pest Control Company 

You and the company of your choice should develop the contract 
together. Your safety concerns should be noted and reflected in 
the choice of pesticides to be used. These concerns may include 
allergies, sensitivities, age of occupants (infants or elderly), resident 
pets, and treatment near wildlife and fish. Wise consumers get bids 
from two or three companies and look at value more than price. 
What appears to be a bargain may warrant a second look. 

If you hire a pest control firm to do the job, ask the company to use 
the least toxic chemical method available that will do the job. Ask 
to see the label or Material Safety Data Sheet, which will show 
precautionary warnings. 

Hiring a company to take care of your pest problem does not mean 
your job is over. You must evaluate the results. If you believe 
something has gone wrong with the pesticide application, contact 
the company and/or your state pesticide agency. Be a responsible, 
wise consumer and keep asking questions until your pests are 
under control. 









http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/controlling
http://epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/skeeters.htm
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets
http://www.epa.gov/greenscapes
http://www.uwex.edu/healthyhome
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/qlinks/partners
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides
http://www.epa.gov/ncepihom/ordering.htm
http://www.npic.orst.edu
mailto:npic@ace.orst.edu


http://www.csrees.usda.gov/qlinks


http://www.epa.gov/region03
http://www.epa.gov/region04
http://www.epa.gov/region05
http://www.epa.gov/region06
http://www.epa.gov/region07
http://www.epa.gov/region08
http://www.epa.gov/region09
http://www.epa.gov/region10
http://www.epa.gov/region01
http://www.epa.gov/region02












“Help! Someone’s Been Poisoned!”

What To Do in a Pesticide Emergency

If the person is unconscious, having
trouble breathing, or having convulsions . . .
ACT FAST! Speed is crucial.

Give needed first aid immediately.

Call 911 or your local emergency service.
If possible, have someone else call for
emergency help while you give first aid.

If the person is awake or conscious, not
having trouble breathing, and not having
convulsions . . .

Read the label for first aid instructions.

Call a doctor, a poison control center, a local
emergency service (911), or the National
Pesticide Information Center
(toll free at 1-800-858-7378).

Give first aid.
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