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Older Driver Fatality Rates by State, 1998

Introduction

Older drivers age 65 and over are increasing in number. The number of fatal crashes in which
they are involved is also increasing. This research note takes a look at the latest data available to
formulate fatality rates for this segment of the population.

Older Population

Between 1988 and 1998 the number of people aged 65 and older grew from 30 to 34 million, a
nationwide increase of about 14%. During that time period, every state but the District of
Columbia (-5%) showed an increase. Twenty-seven states had population increases at a rate less
than that of the nation, or less than a 14% change, while 23 states had percent increases greater
than or equal to that of the nation. States whose population remained relatively flat (5% increase
or less) include: Iowa (+2%), North Dakota (+2%), Nebraska (+4%), Kansas (+5%), West
Virginia (+5%), South Dakota (+5%), Rhode Island (+5%) and New York (+5%). States that
showed the highest percent change were Nevada (+79%), Alaska (+70%), Arizona (+38), Hawaii
(+37%) and Utah (+30%)).

In terms of the total population, persons 65 years old and older make up 13% of the population
(see Table). On a state by state basis, older people make up as little as 5% of the population in
some states (Alaska) to as much as 18% of the population in others (Florida). The five states with
the highest percentage of older persons are: Florida (18%), Pennsylvania (16%), Rhode Island
(16%), West Virginia (15%) and Iowa (15%). The states with the lowest percentage of older
persons are: Alaska (5%), Utah (9%), Texas (10%), Georgia (10%) and Colorado (10 %).

Includes revised driver fatality rate per 100,000 registered vehicles for California.
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Driver Fatality Rates

Resident Population

Sixty-five year old and older driver fatality rates give another picture of the states. The following states have the
lowest older driver fatality rates per 100,000 older population: Hawaii (3.8), Massachusetts (4.4), Rhode Island
(4.5), the District of Columbia (5.5) and New York (6.6). States with the highest fatality rates for this group of
drivers include: Mississippi (32.4), Montana (23.9), Georgia (21.4), Wyoming (21.4) and Alabama (20.1).

Licensed Drivers

Comparing fatality rates for the older drivers with fatality rates for all drivers by state and licensed drivers, the
states with the lowest rates for all drivers are not the same as for older drivers (see Table 1). In the case of all
drivers killed per 100,000 licensed drivers, Massachusetts is lowest (5.1), followed closely by Rhode Island (6.3),
the District of Columbia (6.9), New Jersey (7.2) and New York (7.3). For older drivers killed, Alaska (0.7),
Hawaii (0.8) and Massachusetts (0.9) all have rates below 1 older driver per 100,000 licensed drivers. States that
exceeded the national rate of 13.4 the most are Mississippi (36.0), Wyoming (26.7), Montana (23.8), South
Carolina (23.8) and Kentucky (31.4). For the older drivers, rates are highest in two of the same states. In
Mississippi, 6.2 older drivers were killed per 100,000 licensed drivers and in Montana the rate was 4.3 (see
Table).

Registered Vehicles

The table shows the number of registered vehicles as well as the fatality rates for older drivers and all drivers per
100,000 registered vehicles within states. Massachusetts (4.3), Rhode Island (5.9), New Jersey (6.9), Alaska
(7.0) and New York (7.3) are the states with the lowest fatality rates for all drivers. Three of these states - Alaska
(0.5), Massachusetts (0.7), and Rhode Island (1.0) - also show the lowest rates for older drivers. Hawaii (0.8) and
California (0.9) also have rates under one for these drivers. At the high end for all drivers are Mississippi (27.7),
Arkansas (22.4), South Carolina (21.8), Kentucky (19.6) and Alabama (18.6). States with the highest rates for
older drivers were Mississippi (4.8), Arkansas (3.7), Florida (3.1), Maine (3.1) and North Carolina (3.1).

For additional copies of this research note, please call (202)366-4198 or (toll free) 1-800-934-8517. For
questions on data reported in this research, please contact Keith Poindexter at (202)366-0018. This research note
and other general information on traffic safety may be accessed by Internet users at
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/ncsa.
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