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MONEY MATTERS 

WHETHER YOU ARE GIVING OR RECEIVING A GIFT CARD, IT’S WISE TO 

READ THE FINE PRINT. IN 2009, CONGRESS PASSED NEW LAWS DESIGNED 

TO MAKE GIFT CARDS EVEN SAFER FOR CONSUMERS. BUT THESE NEW 

RULES DO NOT TAKE EFFECT UNTIL 2010. IN THE MEANTIME, THE EXPERTS AT 

THE OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY URGE CONSUMERS 

TO EXAMINE CARDS THEY GIVE OR GET AND BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF FEES AND EXPIRATION DATES ASSOCIATED 

WITH THE CARD. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT HELP-WITH-MY-BANK-­
DOT--GOV. 
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