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(NAPSA)—If you’re planning a
special gift of gold or gemstone
jewelry for Mom, your wife or your
sweetheart this Mother’s Day, it
can help to take some time to learn
the terms used in the industry.

Start with the basics. Carats
and karats. What’s the difference?
Simply put, a carat is a unit of
weight for gemstones, including
diamonds; a karat is a unit for
measuring the purity of gold. 

Gold
The higher the karat rating,

the higher the proportion of gold
in the piece of jewelry. For exam-
ple, 24 karat (24K) gold has more
gold content than 14K gold. But
because 24K gold is soft, it’s usu-
ally mixed with other metals to
increase its hardness and durabil-
ity; 14K jewelry contains 14 parts
of gold, mixed in throughout with
10 parts of base metal.

Gemstones
Gemstones can be naturally

mined, laboratory-created or imi-
tation. Stones created in a lab
look identical to stones mined
from the earth. The big difference
is in the cost—laboratory-created
stones are less expensive than
naturally-mined stones.

If you are purchasing a natu-
rally mined stone, ask if it has
been treated. Gemstone treat-
ments—such as heating, dyeing or
bleaching—can improve a stone’s
appearance or durability. Some
treatments are permanent; some
may create special care require-
ments. Treatments also may affect
the stone’s value.

Diamonds
When you’re buying a diamond,

consider four criteria, often
referred to as “the 4C’s”—cut,
color, clarity and carat weight.
Each factor affects the price.

Cut not only refers to the shape
of the diamond, but also to the
size, angle, uniformity and polish
of the facets. 

Color is sometimes “graded” on
a scale. However, scales are not
uniform: a “D” may be the best
color for one scale, but not for
another. Make sure you know how
a particular scale and grade rep-
resents the color of the diamond
you’re considering.

Clarity refers to the presence
or absence of internal flaws, called
inclusions, that occur naturally
within the stone, or to external
blemishes, such as scratches or
chips. A diamond can be described
as “flawless” only if it has no visi-
ble surface cracks or other imper-
fections when viewed under 10-
power magnification by a skilled
diamond grader. 

Carat weight may be described
in decimal or fractional parts of a
carat.

Shopper’s Checklist
Once you’re ready to buy jew-

elry, shop around. Compare qual-
ity, price and service. If you’re not
familiar with jewelers in your
area, ask family members, friends
and co-workers for recommenda-
tions. Check sellers’ reputations
with the Better Business Bureau
or the state attorney general’s
office. You also should: 

• Ask for the store’s refund
and return policy before you buy.
When ordering online, keep print-
outs of the Web pages with details
about the transaction, including
refund and return policies in case
you’re not satisfied.

• Check for the appropriate
markings on gold jewelry. 

• Make sure the jeweler writes
on the sales receipt such informa-
tion as the gemstone’s weight or
size. Some jewelers also may sup-
ply a grading report from a gemo-
logical laboratory. 

For more information, call the
Federal Trade Commission toll-
free at 1-877-FTC-HELP and ask
for the publication All That Glit-
ters: How to Buy Jewelry, or visit
www.ftc.gov.

Keys To Buying Gold And Gemstone Jewelry

Buying jewelry for Mom may
be a gem of an idea, but it’s a
good idea to know exactly what
you’re buying.

Start Over This Spring
(NAPSA)—For many people,

spring brings to mind more than
just thoughts of clearing away
the cobwebs. It ’s  a signal to
redecorate.

For the bedroom—one of the
most popular picks for seasonal
makeovers—try the following tips
for decorating on a budget:

• Linens—Look for luxuri-
ous duvet covers, bed skirts and
300 thread-count linens in cream,
taupe and off-white. They’ll match
any and all decorative accessories
and furniture.

• Pillows and Throw Blan-
kets—Add color and sparkle with
beaded, embroidered and floral
print pillows. The dressier the
better.

• Artwork and Frames—Prints
with molded frames offer texture,
depth and dimension to a room.
Replace dark wood frames with
shabby-chic white for an updated
look.

• Lighting—Colorful, scented
candles on whitewashed wooden
pedestals offer soft light with a
natural feel.

All of these items, from some of
the most popular brand names,
are available at 20 to 60 percent
less at Marshalls stores every day.
To locate the store nearest you,
call 1-800-MARSHALLS or visit
www.MarshallsOnline.com.

You can redecorate on a budget.

(NAPSA)—Planning ahead for
summer travel isn’t always easy
for busy families. Thanks to the
Internet, it’s never “too late” to
book a trip, and procrastinators
with flexibility and a spirit of
adventure may actually save
money. Con Hitchcock, a long-time
advocate for air travelers, offers
these tips for booking last-minute
travel:

• Use the Internet. Airlines
offer their lowest fares via special
“Webfares” that are only available
on the Internet. Orbitz, the travel
site backed by the leading airlines,
offers Webfares from over 35 air-
lines for last-minute travel and
travel weeks in advance. 

• Engage the whole family
in the planning process. Online
travel sites are easy to use and
can offer searches according to
individual needs and specific
amenities. With a click of a
mouse, families traveling with
children, for example, can search
for a hotel within their budget
that offers amenities like a pool
and water sports. 

• Travel during off-peak
hours and days. Many families
are taking shorter trips, and are
taking advantage of last-minute
weekend getaways more fre-
quently. When you look at travel
sites like Orbitz, keep in mind
that fares may be lower if you
avoid the early morning or late
afternoon “rush hour” at the air-
port. The best deals for last-
minute weekend travel are often a
Saturday morning departure with
a return on Monday or Tuesday.

• Think smaller airports.
Expand your search to include

smaller airports, such as Chicago
Midway or Oakland, if you are
traveling to or from a major city
that’s served by more than one
airport. There may be bargains
that are unavailable at the princi-
pal airport.

• Save time with customer
service benefits. Look for a
travel site that offers Travel
Alerts and Flight Updates via the
customer’s device of choice: mobile
phone, pager, PDA, or e-mail.
Some allow customers to receive
updates using a toll-free phone
number and personal identifica-
tion number (PIN). 

“The Internet, in just a short
time, has become one of the most
valuable resources for the savvy
traveler,” said Mr. Hitchcock. “It’s
easy to use, and innovative new
sites like Orbitz, offering the most
low fares, the largest collection of
Web-only fares and great deals on
hotel rooms and car rentals, make
it simple to book an affordable
family getaway in the upcoming
summer months.”

Guide For The Last Minute Traveler

If you’re traveling last minute,
you can save money by booking
special “Webfares” that are only
available on the Internet.

(NAPSA)—According to the
FBI, one vehicle is stolen every 27
seconds in the United States.
That’s a frightening statistic, con-
sidering vehicle theft is the costli-
est property crime in the U.S.,
costing consumers more than $7.8
billion annually (National Insur-
ance Crime Bureau, 1999).

Car owners should take every
precaution in protecting them-
selves against thieves, including
parking in well-lit areas, activat-
ing car alarm services and being
mindful that most thefts occur at
your home or in public areas like
shopping malls.

However, the fight against car
theft does not end with these pre-
cautions. Professional thieves will
continue to successfully steal cars,
and car owners will continue to
pay the emotional and monetary
price of theft.

To truly ensure that you will
not be burned by car thieves, pro-
tect yourself by installing a
stolen vehicle recovery system in
your car. Companies like LoJack
(www.lojack.com) develop and
market radio frequency devices
that, once activated by law
enforcement officials, allow the
police to track and recover the
stolen vehicle—resulting in a 90
percent recovery rate.

In LoJack’s 15 years of service,
it has been a trusted security sys-
tem for millions of car owners
worldwide. The service has en-
abled law enforcement officials to
recover and return unharmed
stolen cars to thousands of own-
ers, decreasing the number of
theft victims while aiding in the
capture of thieves.

For example, in March, a Dodge

Viper was stolen in Newark, N.J.
Within two hours, police officials
tracked the vehicle’s LoJack signal
to a garage in Newark. The profes-
sional thieves had recognized that
the Viper was equipped with a
GPS tracking device and quickly
disarmed the unit and removed
the car’s battery.

Since LoJack devices are hid-
den and use radio frequency tech-
nology, the thieves were unable to
detect the unit—and removing the
battery had no effect on its ability
to help police locate the vehicle.
The thieves were shocked when
the police arrived and took them
into custody. The owner of the
$75,000 Viper was relieved when
his car was returned without
damage.

While it is disconcerting to
know that there is no way to put
an end to car theft, it is reassur-
ing to know that you can have
your car returned to you if you
become a target for car thieves.

For more information on stolen
vehicle  recovery,  log on to
www.lojack.com.

You Can Protect Yourself From Car Thieves

A hidden radio signal device
enables police to track and
recover stolen vehicles.

(NAPSA)—A new, bargain-
priced rail pass for Europe’s two
most popular tourist countries—
France and Italy—is available for
the first time exclusively from
Rail Europe. For booking the
France ’n Italy Pass contact your
travel agent or Rail Europe at 1-
888-382-7245, online at
www.raileu rope.com.

The Department of Labor
reports the downturn in the econ-
omy has ripped the job security
blanket right off more than half a
million Americans, bringing the
unemployment rate to the highest
it’s been in nearly a decade.
According to Cheryl Gilman,
career expert and author of Doing
Work You Love, you can find a sta-
ble and fulfilling career even in
today’s economy by focusing on
jobs that are recession-proof.

The newest trend in segmen-
tal yard retaining walls is the
“old” look. To achieve this rustic
style, different sized blocks are
used to assemble a random pat-
tern, reminiscent of handcrafted,
old European stone walls. A good
example of this style is the
VERSA-LOK Mosaic® Retaining
Wall System. For more informa-

tion on retaining walls, visit the
VERSA-LOK Web site at
www.versa-lok.com or call 1-800-
770-4525.

The loss of a spouse can have a
significant impact, both emotion-
ally and financially. It’s critical for
stay-at-home spouses with depen-
dents to be covered with a life
insurance policy so that surviving
family members can continue their
lives as best as they possibly can.
Many families purchase perma-
nent or term life insurance as a
means to protecting their future.
For more information,  visit
www.newyorklife.com, or write
to New York Life Insurance
Company, 51 Madison Ave., New
York, N.Y., 10010.

(NAPSA)—Counters function
as a major focal point in kitchens
and nothing alters the room’s
appearance like a new one. Since
granite and solid surface cost a
small fortune, you can opt for
laminate. Wilsonart International
recently introduced MesaGranite,
a collection of premium laminate
patterns that resemble granite.
To learn more about Wilsonart
laminate or custom edges, call
1-800-433-3222 or visit
wilsonart.com.

Until recently, people diag-
nosed with colorectal cancer had
limited treatment options avail-
able in the form of intravenous
chemotherapy. Now colorectal
cancer patients have another
option: an oral chemotherapy
pill called Xeloda. Approved by
the FDA in May of 2001, Xeloda
is the first-line treatment of
patients with metastatic colorec-
tal cancer when treatment with
fluoropyrimidine alone is
preferred.




