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“Cruelty to animals is defined as socially unacceptable behavior that intentionally causes unnecessary pain,
suffering, or distress to and/or death of an animal.”
[Ascione, F. R. (1993). Children who are cruel to animals: A review of research and implications for
developmental psychopathology. Anthrozoés, 6, 226-247.]
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|A_Spouse Abuse| (ascione, F. R. (1998). Battered
women’s reports of their partners’ and their children’s
cruelty to animals, Journal of Emotional Abuse, 1(1),
119-133; Ascione, F. R., Weber, C. V., & Wood, D. S.
(1997). The abuse of animals and domestic violence: A
national survey of shelters for women who are battered.
Society and Animals, 5(3), 205-218; Gelles, R. J., &
Straus, M. A. (1988). Intimate violence. New York:
Simon and Schuster; Renzetti, C. M. (1992). Violent
betrayal: Partner abuse in lesbian relationships.
Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications; Adams, C. J.
(1994). Neither man nor beast. New York: Continuum
Publishing (see Chapter 8).]

A.1 Anecdotal Reports
[Brown, A. (1987). When battered women Kill.
New York: Free Press; Walker, L. E. (1979). The
battered woman. New York: Harper and Row;
Walker, L. E. (1987). The battered woman
syndrome. New York: Springer; Walker, L. E.
(1989). Terrifying love. New York: Harper and
Row; Russell, D. E. H. (1993). Against
pornography: The evidence of harm. Berkeley, CA:
Russell; Russell, D. E. H. (Ed.) . (1993). Making
violence sexy: Feminist views on pornography.
New York: Teachers College Press.]

A.2 Assessment
[Brassard, M. R., Hart, S. N., & Hardy, D. B.
(1993). The Psychological Maltreatment Rating
Scales. Child Abuse & Neglect, 17, 715-729;
Dutton, M. A. (1992). Empowering and healing
the battered woman. New York: Springer; Straus,
M. A. (1993). Identifying offenders in criminal
justice research on domestic assault. American
Behavioral Scientist, 36, 44-52; Ascione, F. R., &
Weber, C. (1997 Revised). Battered partner
shelter survey (BPSS). Logan: Utah State
University.]; Jaffe, P. G., & Geffner, R. (1998).
Child custody disputes and domestic violence:
Critical issues for mental health, social service, and
legal professionals. In G. W. Holden, R. Geffner, &
E. N. Jouriles (Eds.), Children exposed to marital
violence (pp. 371-408). Washington, DC: American
Psychological Association.

A.3 Children’s Exposure
[Kolbo, J. R., Blakeley, E. H., & Engleman, D.
(1996). Children who witness domestic violence: A
review of empirical literature. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 11(2), 281-293.; Fantuzzo,
J. W., DePaola, L. M., Labert, L., Martino, T.,
Anderson, G., & Sutton, S. (1991). Effects of
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interpersonal violence on the psychological
adjustment and competencies of young children.
Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology,
59(2), 258-265; O’Keefe, M. (1995). Predictors of
child abuse in maritally violent families. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 10(1), 3-25; Sternberg, K.
J., Lamb, M.E., Greenbaum, C., Cicchetti, D.,
Dawud, S., Cortes, R. M., Krispin, O., & Lorey, F.
(1993). Effects of domestic violence on children’s
behavior problems and depression. Developmental
Psychology, 29(1), 44-52; McCloskey, L. A.,
Figueredo, A. J., & Koss, M. P. (1995). The
effects of systemic family violence on children’s
mental health. Child Development, 66, 1239-1261;
Jaffe, P. G., & Sudermann, M. (1995). Child
witnesses of woman abuse: Research and
community responses. InS. M. Stith & M. A.
Straus (Eds.), Understanding partner violence (p.
213-222). Minneapolis: National Council on Family
Relations; Wolak, J., & Finkelhor, D. (1998).
Children exposed to partner violence. In J. L.
Jasinski & L. M. Williams (Eds.), Partner Violence:
A Comprehensive Review of 20 Years of Research
(pp. 73-112). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.]

Partner Abuse and Child Abuse

[Author (1995, October). A call for collaboration
between child abuse and domestic violence
advocates. Child Protection Leader. Englewood,
CO: American Humane Association; Dykstra, C.
(1995). Domestic violence and child abuse:
Related links in the chain of violence. Protecting
Children, 11(3), 3-5; Flynn, C. P. (1999). Woman’s
best friend: Pet abuse and the role of companion
animals in the lives of battered women. Violence
against Women, 5, in press; Koss, M. P.,
Goodman, L. A., Browne, A., Fitzgerald, L. F.,
Keita, G. P., & Russo, N. F. (1994). No safe
haven: Male violence against women at home, at
work, and in the community. Washington, DC:
American

Psychological Association; Schecter, S., & Edleson,
J. L. (1995). In the best interest of women and
children: A call for collaboration between child
welfare and domestic violence constituencies.
Protecting Children, 11(3), 6-11.]

Child Abuse/Animal Abuse Overlap

[American Humane Association. (1995). Children’s
Division Policy Statements--Violence toward
children and animals. Protecting Children, 11 (1),
14d.]; Flynn, C. P. (1999). Animal abuse in
childhood and later support for interpersonal
violence in families. Society and Animals, 7, 161-
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172; Miller, K. S., & Knutson, J. F. (1997). Reports
of severe physical punishment and exposure to
animal cruelty by inmates convicted of felonies and
by university students. Child Abuse and Neglect,
21, 59-82.

A.6 Partner/Child/Animal Abuse Overlap

[Ascione, F. R., & Barnard, S. (1998). The link
between animal abuse and violence to humans:
Why veterinarians should care. In P. N. Olson
(Ed.), Preventing, recognizing, and verifying animal
abuse: A veterinarian's guide. Englewood, CO:
American Humane Association; Arkow, P. (1995).
Breaking the cycles of violence. Alameda, CA: The
Latham Foundation; Dowling, J. M. (1998). Animal
Cruelty and Human Violence: Making the
Connection. Animal Sheltering, 21(1), 5-19.
McCloskey, L. A. (2001). The “Medea Complex”
among men: The instrumental abuse of children to
injure wives. Violence and Victims, 16, 19-37.

A.7 Potential Scope of the Problem
[Ascione, F. R., Weber, C. V., & Wood, D. S.
(1997). The Abuse of animals and domestic
violence: A national survey of shelters for women
who are battered. Society and Animals, 5(3), 205-
218; Browne, A. (1993). Violence against women
by male partners: Prevalence, outcomes, and policy
implications. American Psychologist, 48, 1077-
1087.]

A.8 Threats vs Actual Harm
[Dobash, R. P., Dobash, R. E., Cavanagh, K., &
Lewis, R. (1998). Separate and Intersecting
Realities: A Comparison of Men’s and Women’s
Accounts of Violence Against Women. Violence
Against Women, 4(4), 382-414); Edleson, J. L., &
Brygger, M. P. (1987). Gender differences in
reporting of battering incidents. Family Relations,
35, 377-382; Loring, M. T. (1994). Emotional
Abuse. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.]

A.9 Therapeutic Issues

» sheltering animals

» separation/grief counseling
[Fantuzzo, J. W., DePaola, L. M., Labert, L.,
Martino, I. T., Anderson, G., & Sutton, S.
(1991). Effects of interparental violence on the
psychological adjustment and competencies of
young children. Journal of Consulting and
Clinical Psychology, 59(2), 258-265.]

* child trauma and cruelty

* child therapy

[Dowling, J. M. (1998). Animal Cruelty and
Human Violence: Making the Connection.
Animal Sheltering, 21(1), 5-19; Peled, E., &
Davis, LD. (1995). Groupwork with children of
battered woman. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage;
Silvern, L., & Kaersvang, L. (1989). The
traumatized children of violent marriages.
Child Welfare, 68, 421-436.]

» typologies of batterers/animal abusers
[Holtzworth-Munroe, A., & Stuart, G. L.
(1994). Typologies of male batterers: Three
subtypes and the differences among them.
Psychological Bulletin, 116(1), 476-497 .];
Jacobson, N., & Gottman, J. (1998). When
men batter women. New York: Simon and
Schuster.

IB Sibling Abuse |

|C Elder Abusel

[Wiehe, V. R. (1990). Sibling abuse. Lexington, MA:
Lexington Books; Wiehe, V. R. (1998). Understanding
Family Violence: Treating and Preventing Partner, Child,
Sibling, and Elder Abuse. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.]

ID Child Physical Abuse/Neglect|

[Rosen, B. (1995). Watch for pet abuse--it might save
your client’s life. Shepard’s Elder Care/Law Newsletter,
5 (No. 5), 1-7.]

[Deviney, E., Dickert, J., & Lockwood, R. (1983). The
care of pets within child abusing families. International
Journal for the Study of Animal Problems, 4, 321-329;
Flynn, C. P. (1999). Woman'’s best friend: Pet abuse
and the role of companion
|[E Child Sexual Abuselanimals in the lives of
battered women. Violence
against Women, 5, in press; Walker, J. R. (1980). A
study on the relationship of child abuse and pet abuse.
Unpublished professional project. University of
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Pennsylvania School of Social Work, Philadelphia.]

[Abel, G. G., Osborne, C. A, & Twigg, D. A. (1993).
Sexual assault through the life span: Adult offenders

|G Implications for Children’s Services]

with juvenile histories. In H. E. Barbaree, W. L.
Marshall, & S. M. Hudson (Eds.), The juvenile sex
offender. New York: Guilford Press; Elliott, M. (Ed.)

(1994). Female sexual abuse of children. New York:
Guilford Press; Friedrich, W. N., Urquiza, A. J., & Beilke,

R. L. (1986). Behavior problems in sexually abused

young children. Journal of Pediatric Psychology, 11, 47-

57; Wherry, J. N., Jolly, J. B., Feldman, J., Adam, B.,

Manjantha, S. (1995). Child sexual behavior inventory

scores for inpatient psychiatric boys: An exploratory
study. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 4(3), 95-105;

Hunter, J. A., Jr.,Lexier, L. J., Goodwin, D. W., Browne,
P. A., & Dennis, C. (1993). Psychosexual, attitudinal,

and developmental characteristics of juvenile female
sexual perpetrators in a residential treatment setting.

Journal of Child and Family Studies, 2, 317-326; Hunter,

M. (1990). Abused boys: The neglected victims of

sexual abuse. New York: Fawcett Columbine; Ford, M.

E., & Linney, J. A. (1995). Comparative analysis of

juvenile sexual offenders, violent nonsexual offenders,
and status offenders. Journal of Interpersonal Violence,

10(1), 56-70.]; Friedrich, W. N. (1997). Child Sexual
Behavior Inventory (CSBI): Professional manual.

F Implications for Domestic
Violence Programs

Odessa, FL: Psychological Assessment Resources, Inc.

* Indicator of escalation
+ Lethality/dangerousness assessment

[Davies, J. & Lyon, E. (1998). Safety Planning
with Battered Women. Thousand Oaks, CA:

Sage; Dobash, R. P., Dobash, R. E.,

Cavanagh, K., & Lewis, R. (1998). Separate

and intersecting realities: A comparison of
Men’s and Women'’s Accounts of Violence

Against Women. Violence Against Women,

4(4), 382-414; Harway, J., & Hansen, M.
(1994). Spouse Abuse: Assessing and
Treating Battered Women, Batterers, and

Their Children. Sarasota, FL: Professional
Resource Press.]
Crisis line/victim advocate training
Safety planning
Protective orders/prosecution
Children’s exposure as psychological maltreatment
Women’s grief over issues of abandonment and
loss
Forms of sexual abuse
Informing decisions about staying/leaving

Interventions for childhood cruelty
[Cunningham, C., & MacFarlane, K. (1996).
When Children Abuse: Group Treatment
Strategies for Children with Impulse Control
Problems. Brandon, VT: Safer Society Press.
Fawcett, N.R., and Gullone, E. (2001). Cute and
cuddly and a whole lot more? A call for empirical
investigation into the therapeutic benefits of
human-animal interaction for children.
Behaviour Change, 18, 124-133. Randour, M.L.,
Krinsk, S., and Wolf, J.L. (2002). AniCare
Child: An Assessment and Treatment Approach
for Childhood Animal Abuse. Washington
Grove, MD: Psychologists for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals.]

Abusive animal caretaking

Separation/grief/loss issues
[Edwards, J. H., & Rogers, K. C. (1997). The
Traumatic Events Screening Inventory:
Assessing Trauma in Children. In G. K. Kantor
& J. L. Jasinski (Eds.), Out of Darkness:
Contemporary Perspectives on Family Violence
(pp. 113-118). Thousands Oaks, CA: Sage.]

Animal phobias

Projective assessments

Sexual behavior with animals
[Itzin, C. (1998). Pornography and the
Organization of Intra- and Extrafamilial Child
Sexual Abuse. In G. K. Kantor & J. L. Jasinski
(Eds.), Out of Darkness: Contemporary
Perspectives on Family Violence (pp. 58-79).
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.]

Conduct disorder
[Arluke, A., Levin, J., Luke, C., & Ascione, F.

(1999). The relationship of animal abuse to violence
and other forms of antisocial behavior. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 14(9), 963-975; Schiff, K-G.,
Louw, D. A., & Ascione, F. R. (1999). Animal relations in
childhood and later violent behaviour against humans.
Acta Criminologica, 12(3), 77-86; Schiff, K-G., Louw, D.
A., & Ascione, F. R. (1999). The link between cruelty to
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animals and later violent behaviour against humans: A
theoretical foundation. Acta Criminologica, 12(2), 25-33;
Luk, E. S. L., Staiger, P. K., Wong, L., & Mathai, J.
(1999). Children who are cruel to animals: A revisit.
Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry, 33,
29-36. E.C. Guymer, D. Mellor, E.S.L. Luk, and V.
Pearse (2001. The development of a screening
questionnaire for childhood cruelty to animals. Journal
of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 42, 1057-1063.
Sakheim, G.A., and Osborn, E. (1999). Severe vs
nonsevere firesetters revisited. Child Welfare, 78, 411-
434. Slavkin, M. L. (2001). Enuresis, firesetting, and
cruelty to animals: Does the ego triad show predictive
validity? Adolescence, 36. 461-466.]

» Boarding animals
» Confidentiality
» Safety
* Economics
[Hutchison, I. W., & Hirschel, J. D. (1998).
Abused Women: Help-seeking Strategies
andPolice Utilization. Violence Against
Women, 4(4), 436-456.]
* Visitation policy
» Screening adopters
* Rural concerns
* Veterinary Training
H. Munro. (1996) Battered pets. Irish Veterinary
Journal, 49, 712-713.H. Munro and M.V. Thrusfield
(2001) Journal of Small Animal Practice, (‘Battered pets’:
features that raise suspicion of non-accidental injury. 42,
218-226; ‘Battered pets’: non-accidental physical injuries
found in dogs and cats. 42, 279-290; ‘Battered pets’:
sexual abuse. 42, 333-337; ‘Battered pets’: Munchausen
syndrome by proxy (factitious illness by proxy) 42, 385-
389.

(from Ascione, Weber, & Wood,
1997. Society & Animals, 5, 205-218)
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Ascione, F. R. (2000). Safe Havens for Pets: Guidelines
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