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• Some commenters: issue is so important docket 
needs to stay open 

• Closing date extended to January 28th 2002 
• Almost 1600 comments received by that date 
• Since then, more than 200 added 
• Commenters were citizens, organizations and 

parties related to highway safety, lighting and 
vehicle manufacturers 







• Glare has been steadily increasing over the last few 
years 

• Causes are auxiliary lamps, headlamps too high, high 
intensity discharge and blue headlamps, aiming, and 
not enough state enforcement 

• Need federal rules to stem the tide 
• Some willing to put up with banning the offending 

devices, others clearly are not 
• Thoughtful action requested soon 









• Aiming is very important; automatic aiming for
HIDs is often recommended 

• Regulated voltage to the headlamps is often
recommended to reduce intensity variation 

• Auxiliary lamps should be regulated 
• Prohibit unacceptable modifications to lighting 
• Lower maximum mounting height to 850 mm. or 

900 mm. (SAE recommended or the Potential 
Harmonized height, respectively) 

• Replaceable light sources must meet the
specifications that the OEM sources must meet 









• There are only a few reasonable solutions to some 
of these issues 

• Complaints of HID glare are most likely the 
newness as occurred for halogen and DRL 
introductions 

• Drivers already have many ways to minimize the 
effects of glare 

• Vehicle price will increase for any of the potential 
solutions 

• No advantage to ECE headlamps for glare 
reduction; there is measurable loss of seeing 
distance for roadway delineation and pedestrians 



• Lower headlamp height to 1200 mm. 
• Allow lower beam to be mounted below 

upper 
• Adopt harmonized headlamp beam pattern 
• Regulate auxiliary front lamps 
• Conduct research to study the costs and 

benefits of glare reduction mirrors 
• Work with the states to strengthen 

enforcement of aim, use, and legal lighting 
















