American Community Survey

Population: Questions on Place of Work and Journey to Work

Questions as they appear in the questionnaire.

@ At what location did this person work LAST @ How did this person usually get to work LAST
WEEK? /f this person worked at more than one WEEK? If this person usually used more than one
location, print where he or she worked most method of transportation during the trip, mark (X)
last week. the box of the one used for most of the distance.

a. Address (Number and street name) CarRirickaonvan 0 Motorcycle

Bus or trolley bus ] Bicycle
Streetcar or trolley car ] Walked
]

Worked at

If the exact address is not known, give a

description of the location such as the building Subway or elevated

ooooooo

name or the nearest street or intersection. Refliems rt1ome -)t'SK{";’:.:)
0 question 39a
b. Name of city, town, or post office Ferryboat ] Ot: o]
er metho
Taxicab

c. Is the work location inside the limits of that @
city or town?

How many people, including this person,
usually rode to work in the car, truck, or van
] Yes LAST WEEK?

. . . Person(s)
[] No, outside the city/town limits

d. Name of county

@ What time did this person usually leave home

e. Name of U.S. state or foreign country to go to work LAST WEEK?
Hour Minute
O am.
f. ZIP Code O pm.

@ How many minutes did it usually take this
person to get from home to work LAST WEEK?

Source: ACS-1(2009)KFI Minutes

MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS

Basic knowledge about commuting patterns and the characteristics of commuter travel come
from responses to these questions. The commuting data are essential for planning highway
improvements and developing public transportation services, as well as for designing programs
to ease traffic problems during peak periods, conserve energy, reduce pollution, and estimate
and project the demand for alternative-fueled vehicles. These data are required to develop
standards for reducing work-related vehicle trips and increasing passenger occupancy during
peak periods of travel. The Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) plans to use county-level data in
computing gross commuting flows to develop place-of-residence earnings estimates from place-
of-work estimates by industry. In addition, BEA also plans to use these data for state personal
income estimates for determining federal fund allocations.
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COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Transportation

These data form the database used by
state departments of transportation
and the more than 350 metropolitan
planning organizations responsible for
comprehensive transportation planning
activities.

Metropolitan planning organizations use
these data to manage traffic congestion
and develop strategies to mitigate
congestion, such as carpooling programs
and flexible work schedules.

Public transit agencies use these data to
plan for transit investments, identify areas
needing better transit service, determine
the most efficient routes, and plan for
services for disabled persons.

Emergency Preparedness

Police and fire departments use data about
where people work to plan emergency
services in areas of high concentrations of
employment.

Employment

Data are used to identify patterns of
discrimination in hiring among minorities
and other population groups within labor
markets.

Banking

Financial institutions use data about
commuting patterns and occupation to
define market areas for describing lending
practices and the effects of bank mergers.
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