
Law Enforcement, Courts, and Prisons  207
U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2012

Table 326. Juvenile Arrests for Drug Abuse Offenses: 1980 to 2009
[For year ending December 31. Juveniles are persons under 18 years of age. Some persons may be arrested more than once 
during a year. Therefore, this table could, in some cases, represent multiple arrests of the same person]

Offense 1980 1990 2000 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

  Drug arrests, total . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  86,685 66,300 146,594 134,746 135,056 137,809 145,153 143,270 134,661 130,317

Sale and manufacturing. . . . . . .        13,004 24,575 26,432 21,987 21,136 21,607 22,466 21,493 19,467 18,840
  Heroin/cocaine. . . . . . . . . . . . .              1,318 17,511 11,000 7,848 7,852 7,863 8,261 7,334 6,288 4,975
  Marijuana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  8,876 4,372 11,792 10,463 9,743 9,845 10,333 10,640 9,678 9,871
  Synthetic narcotics . . . . . . . . .          465 346 945 1,043 1,119 1,071 1,262 1,162 1,093 1,170
  Dangerous nonnarcotic drugs.  2,345 2,346 2,695 2,633 2,422 2,828 2,610 2,357 2,408 2,824

Possession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 73,681 41,725 120,432 112,759 113,920 116,202 122,687 121,777 115,194 111,477
  Heroin/cocaine. . . . . . . . . . . . .              2,614 15,194 12,586 9,932 10,805 11,131 12,024 9,756 7,944 6,208
  Marijuana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  64,465 20,940 95,962 87,909 87,717 88,909 95,120 97,671 93,042 90,927
  Synthetic narcotics . . . . . . . . .          1,524 1,155 2,052 2,872 3,279 3,235 3,337 3,142 3,286 3,385
  Dangerous nonnarcotic drugs.  5,078 4,436 9,832 12,046 12,119 12,927 12,206 11,208 10,922 10,957

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation Uniform Crime Reports, Arrests Master File.

Table 327. Drug Arrest Rates for Drug Abuse Violations, 1990 to 2005, and 
by Region: 2009
[Rate per 100,000 population. For year ending December 31. Based on Census Bureau estimated resident population as of July 1, 
except 1990 and 2000, enumerated as of April 1. For composition of regions, see map, inside front cover]

Offense

1990 2000 2005 

2009

Total

Region

North-
east  

Mid- 
 west  South West 

    Drug arrest rate, total . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  435.3 587.1 600.9 416.0 382.5 295.3 425.8 538.9 

Sale and/or manufacture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  139.0 122.7 109.9 76.9 85.4 57.9 76.9 87.9 
  Heroin or cocaine 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     93.7 60.8 47.8 29.5 48.6 15.0 29.1 28.7 
  Marijuana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             26.4 34.2 29.6 25.2 24.4 26.1 21.7 30.4 
  Synthetic or manufactured drugs. . . . . . . . . .           2.7 6.4 8.6 7.5 5.5 3.9 13.2 3.3 
  Other dangerous nonnarcotic drugs. . . . . . .        16.2 21.3 23.9 14.8 6.9 12.9 13.0 25.5 

 
Possession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            296.3 464.4 490.9 339.1 297.1 237.4 348.9 451.0 
  Heroin or cocaine 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     144.4 138.7 131.5 72.8 71.8 31.6 71.9 113.5 
  Marijuana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             104.9 244.4 228.9 190.0 179.5 157.7 216.5 186.1 
  Synthetic or manufactured drugs. . . . . . . . . .           6.6 12.0 21.0 15.6 10.8 11.4 21.3 14.2 
  Other dangerous nonnarcotic drugs. . . . . . .        40.4 69.4 109.6 60.7 35.0 36.6 39.2 137.3 

1 Includes other derivatives such as morphine, heroin, and codeine.
Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports, Arrests Master Files and 

unpublished data.

Table 328. Federal Drug Arrests and Seizures by Type of Drug: 2000 to 2010
[For fiscal years ending in year shown. The data have all been revised. In years past, the data for the amount of drugs seized at 
the Federal level was obtained from the Federal-wide Drug Seizure System (FDSS). A new system has been created called the 
National Seizure System (NSS). This system will broaden the scope of data collected for the amount of drugs seized (in pounds) 
at the national level.  The data for “Seizure in (pounds)” for years shown are from NSS]

Drug 2000 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

    Number of Arrests, 
      total 1, 2 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36,845 26,021 26,863 28,118 27,326 27,493 25,783 27,115 27,200
Heroin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                3,622 2,527 2,491 2,453 2,361 2,169 2,610 3,063 2,991
Cocaine. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               16,375 11,389 11,979 13,045 13,104 12,885 12,168 11,738 10,726
Cannabis 3. . . . . . . . . . . .             8,572 6,032 6,312 6,115 6,003 6,887 6,271 7,511 8,108
Methamphetamine. . . . . .       8,276 6,073 6,081 6,505 5,858 5,552 4,734 4,803 5,375

    Seizure in (pounds), 
      total. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,451,412 3,746,766 3,248,585 2,907,197 3,007,207 3,973,738 3,397,766 4,575,249 4,499,621
Cocaine. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               61,051 106,530 104,836 112,076 142,859 124,713 108,838 127,789 137,823
Heroin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1,590 5,968 4,159 4,005 4,404 3,633 4,114 4,941 6,234
Cannabis 3. . . . . . . . . . . .             1,383,189 3,622,057 3,126,441 2,777,560 2,847,150 3,832,127 3,271,081 4,428,160 4,333,348
Methamphetamine. . . . . .       5,582 12,211 13,149 13,556 12,794 13,265 13,733 14,359 22,216

1 Domestic Arrests are for the Drug Enforcement Administration only. 2 Includes other drug-related arrests not shown. 3 Includes 
Hashish.

Source: U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, “Stats and Facts,” <www.usdoj.gov/dea/statistics.html>, and unpublished data 
from the National Seizure System (NSS).


