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Collection Summary
Title: William E. Chandler Papers
Span Dates: 1863-1917
ID No.: MSS15537
Creator:  Chandler, William E. (William Eaton), 1835-1917
Extent: 25,000 items; 167 containers; 36 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: United States secretary of the navy, senator from New Hampshire, and lawyer.
Principally bound volumes of correspondence documenting Chandler's activities as assistant
secretary of the treasury, 1865-1867, secretary of the navy, 1882-1885, United States Senator from
New Hampshire, 1887-1901, and chairman of the Spanish Treaty Claims Commission, 1901-1908.
Includes material reflecting Chandler's prominence in the Republican Party and his role in the
presidential campaigns of 1868 and 1872, in the disputed election of 1876 between Rutherford B.
Hayes and Samuel J. Tilden, and in the campaign for president in 1880.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by
occupation and listed alphabetically therein.
People
Arthur, Chester Alan, 1829-1886--Correspondence.
Blaine, James Gillespie, 1830-1893--Correspondence.
Blair, Montgomery, 1813-1883--Correspondence.
Boutwell, George S. (George Sewall), 1818-1905--Correspondence.
Chandler, William E. (William Eaton), 1835-1917.
Cooke, Jay, 1821-1905--Correspondence.
Gresham, Walter Quintin, 1832-1895--Correspondence.
Hayes, Rutherford Birchard, 1822-1893.
Kellogg, William Pitt, 1831-1918--Correspondence.
Knox, Philander C. (Philander Chase), 1853-1921--Correspondence.
McKinley, William, 1843-1901--Correspondence.
Orton, William, 1826-1878--Correspondence.
Platt, Orville Hitchcock, 1827-1905--Correspondence.
Platt, Thomas Collier, 1833-1910--Correspondence.
Tilden, Samuel J. (Samuel Jones), 1814-1886.
Wallace, Lew, 1827-1905--Correspondence.
Organizations
Republican Party (U.S. : 1854- )
United States. Dept. of the Treasury--Officials and employees.
United States. Navy Dept.--Officials and employees.
United States. Spanish Treaty Claims Commission.
Subjects
Contested elections--United States.
Presidents--United States--Election--1868.
Presidents--United States--Election--1872.
Presidents--United States--Election--1876.
Presidents--United States--Election--1880.
Places
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New Hampshire--Politics and government--1865-1950.
United States--Politics and government--1865-1933.
Occupations
Cabinet officers.
Lawyers.
Senators, U.S. Congress--New Hampshire.

Administrative Information
Provenance
The papers of William E. Chandler, United States secretary of the navy, senator from New
Hampshire, and lawyer, were given to the Library of Congress in 1929 by his son, Lloyd H.
Chandler. An addition was purchased in 1970.
Processing History
The papers of William E. Chandler were arranged and described in 1963. An item was added in
1970, and the finding aid was revised in 2002.
Other Repositories
Papers relating to Chandler’s career as a New Hampshire lawyer and his activities in local and
state politics are housed in the New Hampshire Historical Society, Concord, New Hampshire.
Copyright Status
The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of William E. Chandler is governed by the
Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Access and Restrictions
The papers of William E. Chandler are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice
is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container
number, William E. Chandler Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1835, Dec. 28 Born, Concord, N.H.

1854 LL.B., Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Mass.

1855 . Admitted to the bar and practiced law, Concord, N.H

1859 Married Ann Caroline Gilmore (died 1871)
Appointed reporter of decisions, supreme court of New Hampshire

1862-1864 Member, New Hampshire house of representatives

1865 Appointed solicitor and judge advocate general of the navy department
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1865-1867 First assistant secretary of the treasury

1868-1880 Resumed law practice; active in national and New Hampshire politics

1874 Married Lucy Lambert Hale

1882-1885 Secretary of the navy

1887-1901 United States senator

1901-1908 Chairman, Spanish Treaty Claims Commission

1917, Nov. 30 Died, Concord, N.H.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of William Eaton Chandler (1835-1917) span the years 1863-1917 and relate chiefly to
Chandler's career as a government official and senator. The collection consists principally of bound
volumes of general correspondence, mostly letters received, with some copies of letters sent, and
a small number of miscellaneous items documenting Chandler's activities as assistant secretary of
the treasury, 1865-1867, secretary of the navy, 1882-1885, United States Senator from New
Hampshire, 1887-1901, and chairman of the Spanish Treaty Claims Commission, 1901-1908. The
papers also reflect Chandler's activities in the Republican Party and his role in the presidential
campaigns of 1868 and 1872, in the disputed election of 1876 between Rutherford Birchard Hayes
and Samuel J. Tilden, and in the campaign for president in 1880.
Correspondents include Chester Alan Arthur, James Gillespie Blaine, Montgomery Blair, George S.
Boutwell, Jay Cooke, Walter Quintin Gresham, William Pitt Kellogg, Philander C. Knox, William
McKinley, William Orton, Orville Hitchcock Platt, Thomas Collier Platt, and Lew Wallace.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged alphabetically and chronological witihin.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Correspondence
BOX 1 1863, Mar. 8-1865, Dec. 30
BOX 2 1866, Jan. 6-Nov. 10
BOX 3 1866, Nov. 13-1867, Apr. 25
BOX 4 1867, Apr. 30-Nov. 19
BOX 5 1867, Nov. 20-1868, June 4
BOX 6 1868
BOX 6 June 5-July 25
BOX 7 July 26-Aug. 23
BOX 8 Aug. 24-Sept. 5
BOX 9 Sept. 6-14
BOX 10 Sept. 15-25
BOX 11 Sept. 26-Oct. 6
BOX 12 Oct. 7-14
BOX 13 Oct. 15-22
BOX 14 Oct. 23-Nov. 3
BOX 15 1868, Nov. 4-1869, Feb. 20
BOX 16 1869, Feb. 22-Oct. 7
BOX 17 1869, Oct. 17-1870, July 8
BOX 18 1870, July 9-1871, Aug. 30
BOX 19 1871, Sept. 21-1872, Feb. 29
BOX 20 1872
BOX 20 Mar.1-Apr. 13
BOX  21 Apr. 15-May 12
BOX  22 May 13-June 3
BOX 23 June 4-July 1
BOX 24 July 2-19
BOX 25 July 20-31
BOX 26 Aug. 1-9
BOX 27 Aug. 10-20
BOX 28 Aug. 21-28
BOX 29 Aug. 29-Sept. 5
BOX 30 Sept. 6-15
BOX 31 Sept. 16-24
BOX 32 Sept. 25-Oct. 5
BOX  33 Oct. 6-14 34
BOX 34 Oct. 15-Nov. 3
BOX 35 Nov. 4-Dec. 30
BOX 36 1872, Dec. 31-1873, Apr. 8
BOX 37 1873, Apr. 11-1874, Mar. 12
BOX 38 1874, Mar. 17-Sept. 8

William E. Chandler Papers  5



BOX 39 1874, Sept. 9-1875, Jan. 30
BOX 40 1875, Feb. 1-June 26
BOX 41 1875, July 1-1876, Feb. 25
BOX 42 1876, Feb. 26-Aug. 15
BOX 43 1876, Aug. 17-1877, Jan. 17
BOX 44 1877, Jan. 18-June 12
BOX 45 1877, June 13-1878, Jan. 31
BOX 46 1878, Feb.1-Dec. 27
BOX  47 1879, Jan.7-Dec. 13
BOX 48 1879, Dec. 14-1880, Apr. 29
BOX 49 1880
BOX 49 Apr. 30-July 3
BOX  50 July 5-Dec. 28
BOX 51 1881, Jan. 2-May 21
BOX  52 1881, May 22-1882, Apr. 21
BOX 53 1882
BOX 53 Apr. 25-June 7
BOX 54 June 8-Aug. 2
BOX 55 Aug. 3-Sept. 27
BOX 56 Sept. 28-Oct. 24
BOX 57 Oct. 25-Dec. 10
BOX 58 1882, Dec. 11-1883, Jan. 10
BOX 59 1883
BOX 59 Jan. 11-Feb. 22
BOX 60 Feb. 23-Apr. 20
BOX 61 Apr. 21-May 5
BOX 62 May 6-July 6
BOX  63 July 8-Sept. 7
BOX 64 Sept. 8-Nov. 22
BOX 65 1883, Nov. 23-1884, Jan. 11
BOX 66 1884
BOX 66 Jan. 12-Feb. 25
BOX 67 Feb. 27-Apr. 17
BOX 68 Apr. 18-June 25
BOX 69 June 26-Aug. 14
BOX  70 Aug. 15-Oct. 8
BOX  71 Oct. 10-Dec. 19
BOX 72 1884, Dec. 20-1885, Feb. 22
BOX 73 1885, Feb. 23-Dec.
BOX 74 1885, Dec. 11-1886, Aug. 19
BOX 75 1886, Aug. 21-1887, Aug. 13
BOX 76 1887, Aug. 14-1888, Apr. 11
BOX  77 1888, Apr. 13-1889, Feb. 9
BOX 78 1889, Feb. 11-Dec. 5
BOX  79 1889, Dec. 8-1890, Feb. 14
BOX 80 1890

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 80 Feb. 14-Apr. 19
BOX 81 Apr. 22-Sept. 11
BOX 82 1890, Sept. 12-1891, Apr. 13
BOX 83 1891, Apr. 15-Oct. 19
BOX 84 1891, Oct. 20-1892, Jan. 11
BOX  85 1892
BOX 85 Jan. 13-Mar. 31
BOX 86 Apr. 1-Aug. 8
BOX 87 Aug. 10-Dec. 16
BOX 88 1892, Dec. 18-1893, Feb. 9
BOX 89 1893
BOX 89 Feb. 10-May 4
BOX 90 May 5-Aug. 23
BOX 91 Aug. 24-Dec. 30
BOX 92 1894
BOX 92 Jan. 1-Feb. 28
BOX 93 Mar. 1-May 18
BOX 94 May 19-Aug. 3
BOX 95 Aug. 4-Dec. 14
BOX 96 1894, Dec. 17-1895, Feb. 12
BOX 97 1895
BOX 97 Feb. 13-July 11
BOX  98 July 18-Nov. 11
BOX 99 Nov. 14-Dec. 25
BOX 100 1895, Dec. 26-1896, Feb. 6
BOX 101 1896
BOX 101 Feb. 7-Mar. 17
BOX  102 Mar. 18-Apr. 27
BOX 103 Apr. 28-June 24
BOX 104 June 25-Sept. 25
BOX 105 Sept. 26-Dec. 13
BOX 106 1896, Dec. 14-1897, Jan. 5
BOX 107 1897
BOX 107 Jan. 6-25
BOX 108 Jan. 26-Feb. 17
BOX 109 Feb. 18-Mar. 16
BOX 110 Mar. 17-Apr. 8
BOX 111 Apr. 9-May 18
BOX 112 May 19-June 20
BOX 113 June 21-July 7
BOX 114 July 8-Aug. 11
BOX 115 Aug. 12-Sept. 17
BOX  116 Sept. 18.-Oct. 20
BOX  117 Oct. 21-Dec. 18
BOX 118 1897, Dec. 20-1889, Jan. 16
BOX 119 1889

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 119 Jan. 17-Feb. 25
BOX 120 Feb. 26-Apr. 9
BOX 121 Apr. 10-May 19
BOX 122 May 20-July 19
BOX 123 July 20-Nov. 9
BOX 124 Nov. 15-Dec. 31
BOX 125 1899
BOX 125 Jan. 3- Mar. 3
BOX 126 Mar. 6-July 14
BOX 127 July 15-Oct. 30
BOX 128 1899, Nov. 2-1900, Jan. 12
BOX 129 1900
BOX 129 Jan. 13.-Mar. 24
BOX 130 Mar. 26-June 6
BOX 131 June 7-Oct. 9
BOX 132 1900, Oct. 10-1901, Jan. 5
BOX 133 1901
BOX 133 Jan. 7-Apr. 10
BOX 134 Apr. 18-July 22
BOX 135 July 26-Oct. 17
BOX 136 1901, Oct. 18-1902, Jan. 7
BOX 137 1902
BOX 137 Jan. 9-June 2
BOX 138 June 7-Sept. 6
BOX 139 Sept. 9-Dec. 8
BOX 140 1902, Dec. 10-1903, Apr. 9
BOX  141 1903, Apr. 10-July 28
BOX 142 1903, July 29-1904, Apr. 15
BOX 143 1904
BOX 143 Apr. 16-Sept. 22
BOX 144 Sept. 23-Dec. 11
BOX 145 1904, Dec. 12-1905, Apr. 3
BOX 146 1905
BOX 146 Apr. 5-Sept. 10
BOX 147 Sept. 18-Nov. 23
BOX 148 1905, Nov. 24-1906, Feb. 12
BOX 149 1906
BOX 149 Feb. 13-May 16
BOX 150 May 17-Aug. 18
BOX  151 Aug. 20-Dec. 3
BOX 152 1906, Dec. 4-1907, June 8
BOX  153 1907, June 10-Oct. 18
BOX 154 1907, Oct. 19-1908, Jan. 20
BOX  155 1908
BOX 155 Jan. 21-Mar. 25
BOX 156 Mar. 26-June 3

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 157 June 4-Nov. 19
BOX 158 1908, Nov. 25-1909, June 23
BOX 159 1909, June 24-1910, Jan. 28
BOX 160 1910, Jan. 29-Aug. 29
BOX 161 1910, Aug. 30-1911, May 23
BOX 162 1911, May 24-1912, Jan. 31
BOX 163 1912, Feb. 5-Dec. 28
BOX 164 1913, Jan. 1-July 30
BOX 165 1913, Aug. 1-1914, Apr. 7
BOX 166 1914, Apr. 10-1917, Apr. 30; undated
BOX 167 Miscellany
BOX 167 American Academy of Music, Philadelphia, Pa., seating charts, undated
BOX 167 Bimetallism, 1896
BOX 167 Recollections of the nomination of Ulysses S. Grant for president and the

election of 1868, undated
BOX 167 Unbound correspondence and memoranda, 1897-1911

Container List
Container Contents
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