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Table 1144. Telecommunications Industry—Carriers and Revenue: 
2000 to 2007
[Revenue in millions of dollars (292,762 represents $292,762,000,000). Based on annual Telecommunications Reporting 
Worksheets (FCC Form 499-A) filed by telecommunications providers. Revenues are categorized as those billed to universal 
service contributors for resale,  and those billed to telecommunication providers with annual contributions less than $10,000 and 
end users.

Category
Carriers (number) Telecommunications revenue

2000 2005 2006 2007 2000 2005 2006
2007, 

proj.

    Total 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,879 5,005 5,312 5,114 292,762 297,921 297,268 299,451

Local service providers (fixed local & 
  pay phone) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,641 2,922 3,119 3,048 128,075 122,609 119,905 115,963
   Incumbent local exchange carriers 
     (ILECs)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,335 1,303 1,311 1,304 116,158 103,561 99,997 93,885
   Competitors of Incumbent local exchange 
     carriers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 607 1,043 1,227 1,312 10,945 18,568 19,473 21,690
      CAPs and CLECs 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479 734 780 774 9,814 16,930 17,276 17,476
      Interconnected VoIP providers 3. . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) 145 251 (NA) (NA) 514 2,394
      Private carriers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (4) (4) (4) (4) 39 770 1,080 1,031
Wireless service providers 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,430 905 955 874 63,280 108,809 117,752 124,943
  Telephony 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 783 402 426 428 59,823 107,834 116,971 123,968
  Paging service providers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 425 300 304 238 3,102 579 555 607
Toll service providers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 808 1,178 1,238 1,192 101,407 66,503 59,611 58,545
  Interexchange carriers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 262 270 250 87,311 46,856 44,083 43,701
  Operator service providers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 23 24 23 635 548 631 595
  Prepaid service providers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 69 85 93 727 1,828 1,713 2,195
  Satellite service carriers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 40 39 41 336 714 444 708
  Toll resellers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 493 721 744 693 10,641 13,362 9,943 8,314
  Other toll carriers, including VoIP 3  . . . . . . . 35 63 76 92 1,758 3,195 2,798 3,031

NA Not available. 1 Revenue data include adjustments, not shown separately.2 Competitive access providers (CAPs) and com-
petitive local exchange carriers (CLECs). 3 Voice Over Internet Protocol. 4 Data not available separately. 5 Beginning 2000, includes 
specialized mobile radio services and other services, not shown separately. 6 Cellular service, personal communications service, 
and specialized mobile radio.

Source: U.S. Federal Communications Commission, Wireline Competition Bureau, Telecommunications Industry Revenues: 
2007, September 2009.  See also <http://www.fcc.gov/wcb/iatd/recent.html/>. 

Table 1145. Wired and Wireless Telecommunications Carriers— 
Estimated Revenue: 2005 to 2008
[In millions of dollars (205,652 represents $205,652,000,000). Based on Service Annual Survey and administrative data. For tax-
able and tax-exempt employer firms. Covers NAICS 5171 Wired Telecommunications, NAICS 517211 Paging, and NAICS 517212 
Cellular and Other Wireless. Estimates have been adjusted to the results of the 2002 Economic Census. Based on the North 
American Industry Classification System (NAICS), 2002. See text Section 15 and Appendix III]

Item 2005 2006 2007 2008

     Wired telecommunications carriers operating revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205,652 195,632 196,981 194,765
Fixed services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93,910 89,575 92,545 89,192
  Fixed local . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56,905 56,375 59,159 56,325
  Fixed long-distance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,830 31,357 31,420 31,086
  Fixed all distance 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,176 1,843 1,966 1,782
Other telecommunication services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96,340 90,874 91,042 92,489
  Carrier services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34,572 29,450 26,749 24,861
  Private network services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,852 23,643 23,736 23,905
  Subscriber line charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,438 7,909 6,167 5,375
  Internet access services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,448 17,516 21,143 23,692
  Intrernet telephony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,217 1,894 2,145 2,440
  Telecommunications network installation services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (S) 6,137 6,494 7,477
  Reselling services for telecommunications equipment, retail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,529 3,352 3,459 3,514
  Rental of telecommunications equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 (S) 342 287
  Repair and maintenance services for telecommunications equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . 835 761 807 938
All other operating revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,401 15,183 13,395 13,084

    Wireless telecommunications carriers operating revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140,030 157,491 173,833 184,804
Paging . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,995 1,682 1,309 1,245
  Messaging (paging) services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,588 1,277 975 916
Mobile services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111,663 123,414 132,870 138,504
    Mobile telephony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,097 53,804 54,194 58,128
    Mobile long distance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,398 4,808 5,312 4,757
    Mobile all-distance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,292 (S) 57,755 55,963
    Other mobile services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,875 (S) (S) 19,656
Other telecommunications services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,508 11,963 14,822 17,127
    Internet access services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,124 2,509 4,541 6,863
    Installation services for telecommunications networks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (S) 146 181 301
    Reselling services for telecommunications equipment, retail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,377 8,082 8,689 8,512
    Rental of telecommunications equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (S) 110 70 71
    Repair and maintenance services for telecommunications equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . 732 (S) (S) 1,380
All other operating revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,865 20,433 24,832 27,928

S Estimate does not meet publication standard. 1 No distinction between local or long distance.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau,  “Service Annual Survey 2008: Information Sector Services,” January 2010, 

<http://www.census.gov/econ/www/servmenu.html>. 


