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Table 59. Households, Families, Subfamilies, and Married Couples: 
1980 to 2009
[In thousands, except as indicated (80,776 represents 80,776,000). As of March. Excludes members of Armed Forces except those 
living off post or with their families on post. Beginning 2005, population controls based on Census 2000 and an expanded sample 
of households. Based on Current Population Survey, see text, this section and Appendix III. Minus sign (–) indicates decrease]

Type of unit
1980 1990 2000 2005 2007 2008 2009

Percent change

1980–
1990

1990–
2000

2000–
2009

Households. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  80,776 93,347 104,705 113,343 116,011 116,783 117,181 16 12 12
    Persons per household. . . . . . .        2.76 2.63 2.62 2.57 2.56 2.56 2.57 (X) (X) (X)
  White 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      70,766 80,163 87,671 92,880 94,705 95,112 95,297 13 9 9
  Black 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      8,586 10,486 12,849 13,809 14,354 14,551 14,595 22 23 14
  Hispanic 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    3,684 5,933 9,319 12,178 12,973 13,339 13,425 61 57 44
  Family households. . . . . . . . . . . .             59,550 66,090 72,025 76,858 78,425 77,873 78,850 11 9 9
    Married couple. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               49,112 52,317 55,311 57,975 58,945 58,370 59,118 7 6 7
    Male householder 3. . . . . . . . . .           1,733 2,884 4,028 4,901 5,063 5,100 5,252 66 40 30
    Female householder 3. . . . . . . .         8,705 10,890 12,687 13,981 14,416 14,404 14,480 25 17 14
  Nonfamily households. . . . . . . . .          21,226 27,257 32,680 36,485 37,587 38,910 38,331 28 20 17
    Male householder . . . . . . . . . . .            8,807 11,606 14,641 16,543 17,338 17,872 17,694 32 26 21
    Female householder. . . . . . . . .          12,419 15,651 18,039 19,942 20,249 21,038 20,637 26 15 14
    One person. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 18,296 22,999 26,724 30,137 31,132 32,167 31,657 26 16 18

Families . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59,550 66,090 72,025 76,858 78,425 77,873 78,850 11 9 9
    Persons per family. . . . . . . . . . .            3.29 3.17 3.17 3.13 3.13 3.15 3.15 (X) (X) (X)
  With own children 4 . . . . . . . . . . .            31,022 32,289 34,605 36,211 36,757 35,709 35,635 4 7 3
  Without own children 4. . . . . . . . .          28,528 33,801 37,420 40,647 41,668 42,164 43,215 18 11 15
  Married couple. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                49,112 52,317 55,311 57,975 58,945 58,370 59,118 7 6 7
    With own children 4 . . . . . . . . . .           24,961 24,537 25,248 25,919 26,158 25,173 25,129 –2 3 (Z)
    Without own children 4. . . . . . . .         24,151 27,780 30,062 32,056 32,787 33,197 33,989 15 8 13
  Male householder 3. . . . . . . . . . .            1,733 2,884 4,028 4,901 5,063 5,100 5,252 66 40 30
    With own children 4 . . . . . . . . . .           616 1,153 1,786 2,021 2,015 2,162 2,111 87 55 18
    Without own children 4. . . . . . . .         1,117 1,731 2,242 2,880 3,049 2,937 3,141 55 30 40
  Female householder 3. . . . . . . . .          8,705 10,890 12,687 13,981 14,416 14,404 14,480 25 17 14
    With own children 4 . . . . . . . . . .           5,445 6,599 7,571 8,270 8,585 8,374 8,394 21 15 11
    Without own children 4. . . . . . . .         3,261 4,290 5,116 5,711 5,832 6,030 6,086 32 19 19
Unrelated subfamilies . . . . . . . . . .           360 534 571 515 567 526 397 48 7 –30
  Married couple. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                20 68 37 62 89 95 46 (B) (B) (B)
  Male reference persons 3. . . . . . .        36 45 57 61 52 63 41 (B) (B) (B)
  Female reference persons 3. . . . .      304 421 477 392 429 368 311 39 13 –35
Related subfamilies. . . . . . . . . . . .             1,150 2,403 2,984 3,427 3,829 3,855 3,971 109 24 33
  Married couple. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                582 871 1,149 1,336 1,645 1,664 1,681 50 32 46
  Father-child 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 54 153 201 387 331 335 306 (B) 31 52
  Mother-child 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 512 1,378 1,634 1,704 1,852 1,855 1,985 169 19 21

Married couples. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49,714 53,256 56,497 59,373 60,676 60,129 60,844 7 6 8
  With own household . . . . . . . . . .           49,112 52,317 55,311 57,975 58,945 58,370 59,118 7 6 7
  Without own household. . . . . . . .         602 939 1,186 1,398 1,731 1,759 1,726 56 26 46
    Percent without . . . . . . . . . . . . .              1.2 1.8 2.1 2.4 2.9 2.9 2.8 (X) (X) (X)

B Not shown; base less than 75,000. X Not applicable. Z Less than 0.5 percent. 1 Beginning with the 2003 Current Population 
Survey (CPS), respondents could choose more than one race. Beginning 2005, data shown represent persons who selected this 
race group only and exclude persons reporting more than one race. The CPS prior to 2003 only allowed respondents to report 
one race group. See also comments on race in the text for this section. 2 Persons of Hispanic origin may be any race. 3 No spouse 
present. 4 Under 18 years old.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Families and Living Arrangements,” <http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo 
/hh-fam.html>.

Table 60. Married Couples by Race and Hispanic Origin of Spouses: 
1980 to 2009
[In thousands (49,714 represents 49,714,000). As of March. Persons 15 years old and over. Persons of Hispanic origin may be of 
any race. Based on Current Population Survey; see headnote, Table 59 and Appendix III]

Race and origin of spouses 1980 1990 2000 2008 2009

      Married couples, total 1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49,714 53,256 56,497 60,129 60,844

    Interracial married couples, total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        651 964 1,464 2,340 2,437
White 2/Black 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        167 211 363 481 550
  Black husband/White wife. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              122 150 268 317 354
  White husband/Black wife. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              45 61 95 164 196
White 2/other race 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    450 720 1,051 1,737 1,759
Black 2/other race 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    34 33 50 122 128

HISPANIC ORIGIN
Hispanic/Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     1,906 3,085 4,739 6,390 6,317
Hispanic/other origin (not Hispanic). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 891 1,193 1,743 2,222 2,421
All other couples (not of Hispanic origin). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    46,917 48,979 50,015 51,517 52,107

1 Includes other married couples not shown separately. 2 See footnote 1, Table 59. 3 "Other race," is any race other than White 
or Black, such as American Indian, Japanese, Chinese, etc. This total excludes combinations of other races by other races.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, "Families and Living Arrangements, Table MS-3. Interracial Married Couples: 1980 to 2002," and 
unpublished data, <http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/hh-fam.html>.


