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Table 435. State and Local Governments—Capital Outlays: 1990 to 2007
[In millions of dollars (123,102 represents $123,102,000,000), except percent. For fiscal year ending in year shown; see text, 
this section. Local government amounts are subject to sampling variation; see Appendix III and source]

Level and function 1990 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
State & local governments: total. .  .  .  .  .  .  123,102 217,063 257,071 263,198 269,976 277,200 295,368 324,467
    Percent of direct expenditure. . . . . . . . . .           12.7 12.5 12.6 12.2 11.9 11.7 11.8 12.2
  By function:
    Education 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        25,997 60,968 71,680 70,813 74,597 77,779 82,505 91,466
      Elementary and secondary. . . . . . . . . .           18,057 45,150 53,294 51,118 52,977 54,509 59,256 65,467
      Higher education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   7,441 15,257 17,652 19,044 21,121 22,782 22,798 25,356
    Highways. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          33,867 56,439 66,017 65,523 65,964 69,642 76,371 83,289
    Health and hospitals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 3,848 5,502 6,126 7,158 7,241 7,711 8,538 9,737
    Natural resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   2,545 4,347 4,247 4,244 4,657 4,543 4,473 6,372
    Housing and community development. . .    3,997 6,184 6,939 7,660 7,578 7,880 8,130 7,991
    Air transportation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    3,434 6,717 8,551 9,066 9,731 9,326 9,064 9,851
    Sea and inland port facilities 2. . . . . . . . .          924 1,618 1,691 3,721 1,798 1,598 1,850 2,140
    Sewerage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,356 10,093 11,574 12,467 14,068 14,170 15,336 17,683
    Parks and recreation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 3,877 6,916 9,093 9,224 7,866 8,151 9,267 10,085
    Utilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            16,601 24,847 30,241 34,538 37,432 34,879 36,795 38,230
      Water. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            6,873 10,542 11,831 13,536 13,651 14,402 14,356 16,960
      Electric. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           3,976 4,177 6,538 6,438 7,173 6,055 7,793 7,981
      Gas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             310 400 358 422 582 544 520 508
      Transit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           5,443 9,728 11,514 14,142 16,026 13,879 14,126 12,781
    Other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             19,657 33,431 40,912 38,784 39,044 41,520 43,039 47,624
State governments: Total . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45,524 76,233 89,767 91,943 90,950 94,181 101,432 110,044
    Percent of direct expenditure. . . . . . . . . .           11.5 10.1 9.8 9.4 8.9 8.8 9.0 9.4
  By function:
    Education 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        7,253 14,077 16,589 17,727 19,632 20,632 20,623 23,752
      Elementary and secondary. . . . . . . . . .           388 521 490 643 716 442 580 1,734
      Higher education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   6,366 12,995 15,365 16,433 18,417 19,702 19,593 21,375
    Highways. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          24,850 41,651 49,119 48,719 48,566 51,578 57,025 61,218
    Health and hospitals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1,531 2,228 2,241 2,930 2,763 3,278 3,469 3,972
    Natural resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1,593 2,758 2,766 2,788 2,957 2,670 2,588 3,324
    Housing and community development. . .    119 860 582 774 222 338 196 505
    Air transportation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    339 561 525 846 795 615 519 655
    Sea and inland port facilities 2. . . . . . . . .          202 310 346 410 388 367 493 573
    Sewerage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333 403 405 405 881 486 650 740
    Parks and recreation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 601 1,044 1,483 1,098 945 931 1,146 1,176
    Utilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            2,605 4,232 5,145 7,084 5,211 4,319 5,907 4,859
      Water. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            20 197 222 174 321 83 83 89
      Electric. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           464 296 1,011 964 1,089 685 1,826 983
      Gas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             – – – – – – – –
      Transit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           2,121 3,740 3,911 5,945 3,800 3,550 3,998 3,788
      Other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            6,098 8,108 10,567 9,163 8,589 8,967 8,817 9,272
Local governments: total . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77,578 140,830 167,304 171,255 179,026 183,020 193,936 214,423
    Percent of direct expenditure. . . . . . . . . .           13.5 14.3 14.8 14.5 14.4 14.1 14.1 14.4
  By function:
    Education 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        18,744 46,890 55,091 53,087 54,965 57,147 61,882 67,714
      Elementary and secondary. . . . . . . . . .           17,669 44,629 52,804 50,475 52,261 54,068 58,677 63,733
      Higher education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1,076 2,261 2,286 2,612 2,704 3,079 3,205 3,981
    Highways. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          9,017 14,789 16,898 16,804 17,398 18,064 19,346 22,071
    Health and hospitals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 2,316 3,274 3,886 4,228 4,478 4,433 5,069 5,765
    Natural resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   952 1,589 1,481 1,456 1,699 1,873 1,885 3,048
    Housing and community development. . .    3,878 5,324 6,358 6,886 7,356 7,542 7,934 7,486
    Air transportation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    3,095 6,156 8,026 8,221 8,936 8,712 8,545 9,196
    Sea and inland port facilities 2. . . . . . . . .          722 1,308 1,345 3,310 1,410 1,231 1,357 1,567
    Sewerage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,023 9,690 11,169 12,062 13,186 13,684 14,687 16,943
    Parks and recreation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 3,276 5,872 7,611 8,126 6,921 7,221 8,122 8,909
    Utilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            13,996 20,615 25,096 27,455 32,221 30,560 30,888 33,371
    Other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             13,559 25,323 30,345 29,621 30,454 32,553 34,222 38,352

– Represents or rounds to zero. 1 Includes other education, not shown separately. 2 Includes terminals.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, State and Local Government Finances, 2006–07, July 2010, and unpublished data. See also 

<http://www.census.gov/govs/>.

Table 436. State and Local Governments—Expenditures for Public Works: 
2000 to 2007
[In millions of dollars (230,569 represents $230,569,000,000), except percent. Public works include expenditures for current 
operations and capital outlays on highways, airports, Sea and inland port facilities, sewerage, solid waste management, 
water supply, and mass transit systems. Represents direct expenditures excluding intergovernmental grants]

Item

Total Highways

 Air  
trans- 

portation

Sea and 
inland port 

facilities Sewerage

 Solid 
waste

manage-
ment

Water
supply

Mass
transit

2000, Total. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  230,569 101,336 13,160 3,141 28,052 17,208 35,789 31,883
  State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        74,974 61,942 1,106 863 955 2,347 354 7,407
  Local . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        155,595 39,394 12,054 2,277 27,098 14,861 35,435 24,476
  Capital expenditures (percent) . . .    41.9 55.7 51.0 51.5 36.0 8.9 29.5 30.5
2005, Total. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  294,638 124,602 17,962 3,896 36,599 21,469 45,799 44,310
  State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        92,823 76,575 1,406 1,156 1,109 3,184 319 9,074
  Local . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        201,815 48,026 16,556 2,740 35,491 18,285 45,480 35,237
  Capital expenditures (percent) . . .    42.4 55.9 51.9 41.0 38.7 9.3 31.4 31.3
2007, Total. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  338,467 144,713 20,061 4,759 44,197 22,819 54,331 47,587
  State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        105,649 88,333 1,613 1,485 1,364 2,226 365 10,264
  Local . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        232,818 56,380 18,448 3,275 42,834 20,593 53,966 37,323
  Capital expenditures (percent) . . .    42.8 57.6 49.1 45.0 40.0 10.1 31.2 26.9

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, State and Local Government Finances, 2006–07, July 2010, and unpublished data. See also 
<http://www.census.gov/govs>.


