
Table 1117. Public Library Use of the Internet: 2009

[In percent, except number of outlets. As of spring. Based on sample survey; see source for details]

Item

Total

Metropolitan status 1 Poverty status 2

Urban
Sub-

urban Rural

Less
than 20
percent

20 to 40
percent

More
than 40
percent

All libraries’ outlets 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,620 2,940 5,421 8,259 13,943 2,490 187
Connected with public access . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98.7 98.7 99.3 98.5 99.0 98.0 100.0

Average number of workstations . . . . . . . . . . 11.0 18.7 12.7 7.6 10.4 12.9 22.0

Speed of access:
Less than 256kbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.4 (4) 2.4 5.1 3.2 4.8 (4)
257kbps to 768kbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.2 3.2 5.8 13.7 9.4 8.5 5.5
769kbps to 1.4mbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.3 3.9 7.8 12.2 9.7 7.6 (4)
1.5Mbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.5 26.9 27.2 23.8 24.9 28.7 30.7
1.6mbps to 3mbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 8.0 9.5 11.1 10.0 10.5 5.5
3.1mbps to 6mbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.2 14.0 11.6 10.0 11.4 10.2 17.1
6.1mbps to 10mbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.0 16.5 15.7 5.9 11.0 10.8 16.5
Greater than 10mbps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.3 23.9 12.4 7.9 11.8 14.1 20.9
Don’t Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.1 2.8 7.6 10.3 8.7 4.8 3.7

Public library availability of wireless
Internet access:
Currently available . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76.4 83.0 81.9 70.5 77.2 71.9 73.2
Plan to make available within the next year . . . 9.2 8.1 7.6 10.7 9.1 9.2 17.7

1 Urban = inside central city; Suburban = in metro area, outside of a central city; Rural = outside a metro area. 2 Determined
by the 2000 poverty status of the service area of the outlet. 3 Central libraries and branches; excludes bookmobiles. 4 Less
than 1 percent.

Source: Center for Library and Information Innovation, College of Information Studies, University of Maryland, College Park,
MD, Public Libraries and the Internet 2009: Survey Results and Findings, by John Carlo Bertot, et al., University of Maryland,
College Park, MD. Study funded by the American Library Association.

Table 1118. Household Internet Usage In and Outside of the Home by
Selected Characteristics: 2007

[As of October. Civilian noninstitutional population 16 years and older. Based on the Current Population Survey. Householder
refers to the person (or one of the persons) in whose name the housing unit is owned or rented (maintained) or, if there is no such
person, any adult member, excluding roomers, boarders, or paid employees. If the house is owned or rented jointly by a married
couple, the householder may be either the husband or the wife. The person designated as the householder is the ‘‘reference
person’’ to whom the relationship of all other household members, if any, is recorded]

Characteristics
Total

house-
holds

In the home Anywhere No internet use

Percent

Total
house-

holds

Percent
of

total

Total
house-

holds

Percent
of

total

All
house-

hold
Dial-

up
Broad-

band

All households 117,840 61.7 10.7 50.8 83,708 71.0 34,132 29.0

Age of householder
Under 25 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,028 57.7 5.6 51.9 5,238 74.5 1,791 25.5
25 to 34 years old. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19,718 65.6 7.0 58.3 15,566 78.9 4,152 21.1
35 to 44 years old. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,854 71.8 10.1 61.4 18,862 82.5 3,992 17.5
45 to 54 years old. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,773 70.7 12.4 58.0 19,763 79.8 5,010 20.2
55 years and older . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,467 50.2 12.4 37.5 24,280 55.9 19,188 44.1

Sex of householder
Male. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59,871 65.3 10.6 54.4 43,985 73.5 15,887 26.5
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,969 58.0 10.8 47.0 39,723 68.5 18,245 31.5

Race and ethnicity of householder 1

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83,294 67.0 11.8 54.9 62,593 75.2 20,701 24.9
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,303 44.9 8.4 36.4 8,433 59.0 5,870 41.0
American Indian/Alaskan Native. . . . . . . 643 41.5 11.2 29.8 385 59.9 258 40.1
Asian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,477 75.5 6.1 69.1 3,672 82.0 805 18.0
Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,619 43.4 8.0 35.2 7,463 54.8 6,156 45.2

Educational attainment of householder
Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,812 18.5 5.4 13.1 1,490 25.6 4,322 74.4
Some high school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,264 28.2 7.4 20.5 3,542 38.2 5,721 61.8
High school diploma/GED. . . . . . . . . . . 35,295 49.1 12.1 36.8 20,973 59.4 14,322 40.6
Some college . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,078 68.9 12.1 56.5 26,498 80.1 6,580 19.9
Bachelors degree or more . . . . . . . . . . 34,392 84.1 9.7 74.2 31,205 90.7 3,187 9.3

Family Income of householder 1

Less than $15,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,939 82.7 18.5 63.9 5,433 120.9 8,506 179.1
$15,000 to 24,999. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,848 76.2 20.2 55.7 5,468 100.3 5,382 99.7
$25,000 to 34,999. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,650 50.9 11.2 39.7 7,565 64.9 4,085 35.1
$35,000 to 49,999. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,718 65.7 14.4 51.0 10,723 78.2 2,995 21.8
$50,000 to 74,999. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,101 80.2 13.8 66.0 15,151 88.6 1,949 11.4
$75,000 to 99,999. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,872 88.6 11.4 76.8 9,326 94.5 546 5.5
$100,000 to 149,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,481 92.1 8.0 83.7 8,118 95.7 363 4.3
$150,000 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,570 95.5 5.0 90.3 5,450 97.9 120 2.2

1 Includes other groups not shown seperately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, National Telecommunications and Information Administration, Networked Nation:
Broadband in America 2007, January 2008. See also <http://www.ntia.doc.gov/reports/2008/NetworkedNation.html>.
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