
Table 778. Federal Obligations for Research in Current and Constant (2000)
Dollars by Field of Science: 2005 to 2008

[In millions of dollars (53,738 represents $53,738,000,000). For years ending September 30. Excludes R&D plant]

Field of science
Current dollars Constant (2000) dollars 1

2005 2006
2007,

prel.
2008,

prel. 2005 2006
2007,

prel.
2008,

prel.

Research, total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53,738 53,536 55,075 54,709 48,032 47,658 45,966 44,689
Basic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,140 26,585 27,477 27,721 24,258 24,001 22,932 22,644
Applied. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,598 26,951 27,598 26,988 23,774 23,657 23,034 22,045

Life sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,543 27,928 27,814 27,533 25,327 23,987 23,214 22,490
Psychology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,916 1,747 1,757 1,758 1,700 1,501 1,466 1,436
Physical sciences. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,473 5,351 5,468 5,607 4,857 4,596 4,564 4,580
Environmental sciences. . . . . . . . . . . 3,876 3,431 3,343 3,408 3,439 2,946 2,790 2,784
Mathematics and computer sciences . . 3,115 2,815 3,194 3,129 2,764 2,418 2,665 2,556
Engineering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,481 8,679 9,426 9,258 8,412 7,454 7,867 7,563
Social sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,132 1,124 1,141 1,146 1,004 965 952 936
Other sciences, n.e.c. 2 . . . . . . . . . . . 2,010 2,461 2,932 2,869 1,784 2,114 2,447 2,343

1 Based on gross domestic product implicit price deflator. 2 Not elsewhere classified.

Source: U.S. National Science Foundation, NSF 09-300 Federal Funds for Research and Development, November 2008,
annual. See also <http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/nsf09300/>.

Table 779. Federal Budget Authority for Research and Development (R&D) in
Current and Constant (2000) Dollars by Selected Budget Functions:
2005 to 2008

[In millions of dollars (126,601 represents $126,601,000,000). For year ending September 30. Excludes R&D plant.
Represents budget authority. Functions shown are those for which $1 billion or more was authorized since 2001]

Function
Current dollars Constant (2000) dollars 1

2005 2006 2007
2008,

prel. 2005 2006 2007
2008,

prel.

Total 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126,601 131,624 138,087 137,972 112,003 112,812 115,248 112,702
National defense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74,047 78,037 82,272 81,050 65,509 66,884 68,665 66,205
Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,824 28,797 29,461 29,634 25,500 24,681 24,588 24,206
Space research and technology . . . . . 7,300 8,204 9,024 9,233 6,458 7,031 7,531 7,542
Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,296 1,195 1,893 2,374 1,147 1,024 1,580 1,939
General science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,570 6,691 7,809 7,915 5,812 5,735 6,517 6,465
Natural resources and environment . . . 2,168 2,120 1,936 2,008 1,918 1,817 1,616 1,640
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,847 1,711 1,361 1,340 1,634 1,466 1,136 1,095
Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,820 1,869 1,857 1,852 1,610 1,602 1,550 1,513

1 Based on gross domestic product implicit price deflator. 2 Includes other functions, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. National Science Foundation, NSF 08-315 Federal R&D Funding by Budget Function, annual. See also
<http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/nsf083151/>.

Table 780. Federal Research and Development (R&D) by Federal Agency:
2007 and 2008

[In millions of dollars (141,933 represents $144,933,000,000). For years ending September 30. R&D refers to actual research
and development activities as well as R&D facilities. R&D facilities (also known as R&D plant) includes construction, repair, or
alteration of physical plant used in the conduct of R&D. Based on Office of Management and Budget data]

Federal agency 2007
2008,

est.

Total research and development . . 141,933 144,354
Defense R&D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,658 83,065
Nondefense R&D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59,276 61,288

Department of Defense . . . . . . . . . . . . 79,009 79,347
Science and technology . . . . . . . . . . 13,518 13,456
All other Department of Defense R&D . 65,490 65,891

Health and Human Services . . . . . . . . . 29,621 29,966
National Institute of Health . . . . . . . . 28,350 28,826
All other Health and Human Services
R&D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,271 1,140

NASA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,582 12,251
Department of Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,035 9,724

Atomic Energy Defense . . . . . . . . . . 3,649 3,718
Office of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,560 3,637
Energy R&D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,826 2,369

National Science Foundation . . . . . . . . 4,440 4,501
Department of Agriculture. . . . . . . . . . . 2,275 2,359
Department of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . 1,073 1,138

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 557 581

Federal agency 2007
2008,

est.

National Institute of Standards and
Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 487 521

Department of Interior . . . . . . . . . . . . . 647 676
U.S. Geological Survey. . . . . . . . . . . 574 586

Department of Transportation . . . . . . . . 767 820
Environmental Protection Agency. . . . . . 557 548
Department of Veterans Affairs . . . . . . . 819 891
Department of Education . . . . . . . . . . . 327 321
Department of Homeland Security . . . . . 996 992
International Assistance Programs . . . . . 246 223
Smithsonian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 203
Tennessee Valley Authority . . . . . . . . . . 20 20
Department of Labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 57
Nuclear Regulatory Commission . . . . . . 76 71
Army Corps of Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . 11 11
Department of Housing and Urban

Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 51
Department of Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 81
Social Security Administration . . . . . . . . 27 27
U.S. Postal Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 43

Source: American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), AAAS Report XXXIII Research and Development
FY 2009, annual. See also <http://www.aaas.org/spp/rd/rd09main.htm>.
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