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February 25, 2019



Kay Coles James, President
Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission
P.O. Box 2020
Washington, DC 20013

Dear President James,

One hundred years ago, on June 10, 1919, the state of Wisconsin made history as the first state to ratify the 19th amendment which gave women in our country the right to vote.  As speaker of the Wisconsin State Assembly, I am proud of this fact and how Wisconsin took the lead on instituting this milestone in our nation’s past.

To commemorate this important occasion, I would like to propose a kick-off celebration in early June close to the date of the ratification.  The event would be held in our state capital of Madison, Wisconsin.  Ideally, it would be planned in conjunction with a meeting of the National Conference of State Legislatures Executive Board who will be holding a quarterly board meeting in Madison in early June.  This would allow state legislators from around the country to partake in this celebration.  

In order to make this event a success and a reality, I would greatly appreciate the commission’s financial assistance in sponsoring this event.  Thus, I am seeking any matching grant dollars or funding the commission may be able to provide.  I would be happy to give more details and information about this event if needed.  Since time is of essence, please have someone from your organization contact Janine Hale in my office to explain your process.  She can be reached at janine.hale@legis.wi.gov or by calling 608-266-3387.  

Wisconsin’s state motto of “Forward” is truly a clear depiction of its state history and the path it has paved in many areas including women’s suffrage.  Please join us in commemorating our heritage and making this event the first of many to celebrate a woman’s right to vote.  
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Sincerely,



Robin J Vos
Assembly Speaker
Wisconsin State Assembly
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