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FACTS AT A GLANCE


Challenge.gov has been rigorously tested for compliance with the 1998 Amendment to Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.


The site was tested using a host of tools to ensure that all users, regardless of the tools they use to interact with the web, get an excellent user experience.


The design of Challenge.gov focuses not just on meeting the letter of Section 508, but on providing the best possible user experience.  One example of this is the designation of some potentially distracting images as “decorative.”


If users have difficulty using Challenge.gov or prefer an alternate means of communication, an e-mail inbox has been set up as an alternate means of providing feedback.  This content will be distributed to agencies as appropriate.








Should I launch a challenge? 7 things to consider


Challenges are a great way to spur innovation and help the government and citizens solve problems together. Traditional procurement,   ideation, and challenges are just a few of the many tools in our toolbox. Here’s a checklist that will help determine if a challenge is right for     your agency. 


Criteria�
Examples�
Check √ We meet this criteria.�
�
We have a problem that we need to solve, but don’t know what the best solution is�
In 1809, a challenge solver taught us how to preserve food in glass jars. This led to canned food three years later.�
�
�
We need to reach past “the usual suspects” and bring  in out of the box thinking. Not sure who will succeed�
NASA needed to better predict solar flares. They conducted a challenge and a retired radio frequency engineer submitted a solution that could predict solar flares with a high degree of accuracy. �
�
�
We need to raise public awareness on an important issue�
The Apps for Healthy Kids and Recipes for Healthy Kids Challenges are raising awareness of childhood obesity. The apps and recipes from these challenges show that healthy eating is important, and that preparing healthy meals is fun.  Apps for Healthy Kids- $5 million in software and games for $60,000 in prize money.�
�
�
We want to engage the public (or certain communities) to tap into their creativity�
Kids.gov is frequently asked how the President of the United States is elected. So they ran a contest where entrants designed posters to show the election process. 10,000 copies of the winning poster were distributed to schools and libraries. Cost=$2,750 in prize money. Video and photo challenges are also popular.�
�
�
We want to jump start a new industry�
In 1919, a hotel owner offered a $25,000 prize to the first person who could pilot a plane across the Atlantic. Charles Lindbergh won the prize in the 1927, and the aviation industry was born. �
�
�
We have funding for a prize that is appropriate to attract the right entrants 








In the case of non-monetary prizes, we can offer a  prize that will have value to entrants �
The Department of Energy is offering $20 million in the Bright Tomorrow Lighting  Prize. The result will be a high efficiency replacement for the common light bulb. The prize amount is appropriate given the research required and costs of prototypes and mass production.


Mobile apps developers appreciate monetary prizes, but non-monetary prizes, like opportunities to meet venture capitalists, are also appreciated.�
If you can check this box and at least 1 other, your problem is  a good candidate for a challenge.�
�
We have government data that can be unlocked to solve a problem.�
The government collects a vast amount of data, but often doesn’t have the resources to make full use of it. Apps Challenges are very popular and are helping citizens make decisions about where to eat, live, and get health care.�
�
�






CHALLENGES AND CHALLENGE.GOV ACCESSIBILITY





Additional questions? E-mail us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:challenge@gsa.gov" �challenge@gsa.gov� or visit HowTo.gov





Or 








