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���� For the six vaccine-preventable diseases with a
Healthy People 2000 target of zero cases, 1998 data show the
following: one case of diphtheria among people aged <25 (no
change from the 1988 baseline); nine cases of tetanus among
people aged <25 years (an increase of three cases from
the1988 baseline); zero cases of polio caused by wild virus
(no change from the 1988 baseline); 100 cases of measles
(continuing a downward trend
from the 1988 baseline of 3,396
cases); 364 cases of rubella (an
increase from the 1988 baseline
of 225 cases); and seven cases
of congenital rubella syndrome
(a slight increase from the 1988
baseline of six cases). The num-
ber of cases of measles, rubella
and congenital rubella syn-
drome rose sharply in the early
1990s, but has since declined.
The incidence of mumps
decreased from 4,866 cases in
1988 to 666 cases in 1998,
nearing the target of 500 cases.
The incidence of pertussis
reached 7,796 cases in 1996
and showed a general increase
over the decade from 3,450
cases in 1988 to 7,405 cases in
1998, moving away from the
target of 1,000 cases.

���� Tracked in 3-year moving
averages, the rate of epidemic-
related pneumonia and
influenza deaths among people
aged 65 and over fluctuated
during the decade of the 1990s,
reaching an average low of 15.7
cases per 100,000 in 1991-93
(target, 15.9 cases per 100,000).
More recently, the 3-year aver-
age rate in 1994-96 was 17.3
cases per 100,000.

���� The estimated incidence of
hepatitis A infection fluctuated
in the 1990s ranging from 43.3
cases per 100,000 in 1989 to 27.2 cases per 100,000 in 1992.
The overall rate decreased from 33.0 cases per 100,000 in
1987 to 25.8 in 1998, nearing the year 2000 target of 16.1
cases per 100,000. The rate of hepatitis A among Hispanics
increased to 72.6 cases per 100,000 in 1997, before decreas-
ing to 41.0 in 1998, nearing the target of 26.9. The rate
among American Indians/Alaska Natives declined dramati-

cally from 256.0 cases per 100,000 in 1992 to 30 per 100,000
in 1998, surpassing the target of 128.

The estimated incidence of hepatitis B decreased from 63.5
cases per 100,000 in 1987 to 22.5 cases per 100,000 in 1998
(target, 40). Targets set for special populations have also been
achieved for all groups except heterosexually active people,

men who have sex with men,
and children of Asians/Pacific
Islanders, although the estimat-
ed number of hepatitis B cases
among the third group
decreased from 10,817 cases in
1987 to 4,281 in 1998 (target, 1,500).

The overall estimated rate of
hepatitis C declined from 18.3
cases per 100,000 in 1987 to
2.4 cases per 100,000 in 1997,
surpassing the target of 13.7.
Among Hispanics, the rate of
hepatitis C declined from 17.2
cases per 100,000 in 1992 to
7.7 in 1996 (target, 13.7).

���� From 9.1 cases per
100,000 in 1988, the tuberculo-
sis case rate in the U.S. rose to
10.5 in 1992, then decreased to
6.8 in 1998, well above the year
2000 target of 3.5. Among spe-
cial populations, the rate also
fluctuated during this period,
although these populations con-
tinue to have higher rates than
the entire U.S. population. In
1998, the rate for Asians/Pacific
Islanders was 36.6 cases per
100,000 (target, 15.0); for
Blacks, 17.8 (target, 10.0); for
Hispanics, 13.6 (target, 5.0);
and for American Indians/Alas-
ka Natives, 12.6 (target, 5.0).
The resurgence of tuberculosis
from 1985 to 1992 was associ-
ated with the HIV epidemic,
imported cases from immi-

grants from tuberculosis-endemic areas, and the occurrence
of multi-drug resistant strains of the disease.

���� In 1999, preliminary data show that the surgical wound
infection rate was 1.4 per 100 operations for low-risk
patients (compared with 1.1 in 1986-90 and the year 2000
target of 1.0); 2.3 for medium-low-risk patients (3.2 in 1986-
90, with the target of 2.9); 3.9 for medium-high-risk patients
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(6.3 in 1986-90, with the target of 5.7); and 5.7 for high-risk
patients (14.4 in 1986-90, with the target of 13.0). Thus, only
the target for low-risk patients appears not to have been met.

���� The rate of infection with bacterial meningitis
decreased from 6.5 cases per 100,000 in 1986 to 1.9 in 1998,
well below the year 2000 target of 4.7. Among Alaska
Natives, a group particularly at risk, the infection rate fell
from 33 cases per 100,000 in 1987 to 6.0 in 1996, also below
its target of 8 cases per 100,000. (See chart following.)

����� In 1998, vaccination coverage at a national level
among children aged 19-35 months was 96% with diphthe-
ria-tetanus-pertussis or DTP (three or more doses); 91% with
poliovirus vaccine; 92% with measles-mumps-rubella
(MMR); 93% with Haemophilus influenzae type b or Hib
(three or more doses); 87% with hepatitis B (three or more
doses); and 81% with the combined series 4DTP/
3polio/1MMR. (See chart.) However, not all geographic
areas and population subgroups achieved the year 2000 target
of 90% for each vaccine type. 

In 1997, the rate of pneumococcal vaccination among non-
institutionalized people aged 65 years and older was 43%,
22% for Blacks, and 23% for Hispanics. The comparable
baseline levels in 1989 were 15%, 6% and 11%, respectively.
The year 2000 target is 60%. The influenza vaccination cov-
erage rate for non-institutionalized people aged 65 years and
older was 63% in 1997 ( 33% in 1989), exceeding the target
of 60%. However, the rate for Blacks in that age group in
1997 was only 45% (20% in 1989), and for Hispanics, 53%
(28% in 1989).

����	 The proportion of infected people who had completed
preventive therapy for tuberculosis changed little over the
decade; it was 66.3% in 1987 and 62.2% in 1997. The year
2000 target is 85%.
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